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If we would grow in love for Christ, we must let 
our thoughts rest on his love for us, rather than on 
our love, or on our lack of love, for him. Any con- 
templation of our own hearts, in their relation to 
our Saviour, is heart-chilling, is heart-contracting ; 
but any contemplation of our Saviour’s abounding 
love for us is heart-warming and heart-expanding. 
The more important practical question for each soul 
is, not Do you love Christ? but, Do you realize how 
wonderfully Christ loves you? 


Not what you say to your scholar, but what your 
scholar says to you, is the immediate test of your 
teaching, and is the truer measure of his learning. 
He may not hear what you say; if he hears it, he 
may not understand or appreciate it; but what he 
says to you is not said by him without some knowledge 
on his part of its meaning and of its importance. An 
hour's talk from you may be of no influence over your 
scholar’s character or conduct. Five words from your 
scholar may decide his course for all time, and shape 
his eternal destiny. It is a pity that teachers gener- 
ally lay so much emphasis on what they say to their 
scholars, and make so little effort to bring out right 
words from their scholars. 


Every new privilege leaves a man either better or 


“ worse than it found him. If one is raised suddenly, 





for instance, to a place of high spiritual privilege, he 
must. either go forward or go backward ; he must go 
forward to a deeper appreciation of the spiritual, or 
he must sink back into indifference, or even into that 
contempt which is proverbially bred of familiarity. 
There is no such hardening against the gospel 
amongst those who rarely hear it as amongst those 
who hear it daily all their lives, and who obstinately 
resist it. Welcome, then, new privileges, religious or 
other; but remember that the place of privilege is 
the place of danger, and that if a privilege wisely 
used results in new good to him who so uses it, a 
privilege unwisely abused endé only in greater evil to 
its abuser. 


There are two measures of value,—quantity and 
quality; and these two measures have their applica- 
tion in the Sunday-school as well as everywhere else. 
The time-quantity is perhaps fixed in your school 
beyond your changing: twenty minutes, thirty min- 
utes, forty minutes, is perhaps all the time allowed 
for your face-to-face work with the class. Ay, but the 
time-quality is not fixed, except.as you fix it yourself. 
The same pocket may be filled with gold or with cop- 
per; but how different is its value as it is filled with 
the one or with the other. You can fill your lesson- 
space with the copper of the lesson or with its pure 
gold; when your lesson time is so short, take care that 


1 | you do not load it down with the copper. Ina single 


phrase, What your teaching-time lacks in quantity, 
make up in its quality. 


Every man’s work is marked by a quality of its 
own. A similar work, both in kind and. degree, 
may perhaps be done by others more swiftly, more 
efficiently, more systematically, than by the one to 
whom it is entrusted, yet that one person’s work will 
have a subtle personal quality not to be exactly 
matched in the work of the others. The question, 
then, is not whether another could do the work which 
you are doing more quickly and more thoroughly 
than you are doing it, but whether any one can do 
your work with just exactly the quality which your 
personality gives to it. There is room in the world 
for all kinds of work, done in all kinds of ways, by 
all kinds of people. You and your work may be 
only a single special note in the great orchestra of 
earth and sky; take care that that note be not lack- 
ing in the great harmony. 








Many people think of the petition “ Thy will be 
done,” as coming into their prayers and lives only 
when they have troubles or losses. They think of 
God’s will chiefly as entering their homes and taking 
away their children, or as stripping them of their 
property, or as laying them on sick-beds and causing 
them pain, or in some way hurting them and making 
life hard for them. This is a very wrong and inade- 
quate conception of the divine will. The will of God 
sends us each day to our daily tasks, allots our work 
for us, commissions us to all manner of service, and 
leads us into all pure joys and tender delights. It is 
only now and then that it means pain or loss to us; 
and even then pain or loss is but an incident in the 
path whose end is blessing and kindness. We sadly 
misunderstand and misrepresent God’s will when we 
think or speak of it as always, or as usually, causing 
us pain and grief. God’s will is love, and he who 





yields his life to it will find himself ever walking to- 
ward the light, and toward the blessedness of heaven. 


God’s word has its silences, merciful and benefi- 
cent; but Satan’s word has its silences too, not 
merciful, and not beneficent. Satan’s word tells of 
flowery paths, of alluring pleasures, of seductive com- 
panionships, of jovial nights and days; but Satan’s 
word is silent concerning the hidden precipices, the 
gnawing remorse, the degrading bondage, the death- 


less despair, that lie in wait for the footsteps of — 


those who walk in evil paths. Flashing lights, 
costly paintings, merry music, send out their welcome 
to the passer, from halls of fair-seeming which are 
wholly devoted to the service of evil; but no voice 
from within, no legend on the wall, tells of the ruined 
lives, the scattered households, the broken hearts, 
whose history found its first tragic meaning beneath 
these lights. These belong to Satan’s silences. You 
can learn the secret of Satan’s silences in the dis- 
closures of God’s word ; you can learn it also in the 
hospitals, in the prisons, and beside many a suicide’s 
grave,—suicide, whether he died by the sudden act of 
his own hand or by the slow process of his own 
transgressions. God’s word and human experience 
are at one here. The silence of Satan always hides 
a fatal snare. Be wary of his words; be still more 
wary of his silence. You can walk safely only as 
you walk in the light of that word of God which 
reveals the hidden things of darkness and is a lamp 
to the path in every perilous way. 





LOVE GROWS THROUGH SERVING. 


There is a certain depressing, and at the same time 
a certain stimulating, influence in the fact that, as a 
rule, love is not an outgrowth of gratitude ; that love 
does not commonly have its beginning or its larger 
progress in a recognition of benefits received ; but 
rather it is a result—all unthought of, it may be—of 
service rendered, of sacrifice made, or of suffering 
endured. This truth is not always seen to be the 
truth; but it is none the less a truth for all that. 

“ Love begets love,” we say, but the progeny of love 
multiplies more rapidly and more surely in the loving 
one than in the one loved ; and both the germ and the 
growth of the truest love are in the fact and in the 
possibility of doing or of enduring for another, rather 
than in the fact or in the possibility of receiving from 
another. A parent is surer to love a child than a 
child is to love a parent, and parental love is stronger 
and more enduring than filial love; for not every 
child has done and endured for his parents, while 
every parent has made some surrender of self for 
his child. A mother’s love is truer, tenderer, more 
abiding, than a father’s love, not because of her 
superior nature, but because of her greater service. 
She has done and has endured for her child as no 
father is called or is privileged to do and to endure; 
and her love has welled up, and has overflowed, and 
has on-flowed, from the very depths of her innermost 
and her holiest being accordingly. And as it is in 
human Jove, so it is in the divine. No child of God 
can so love God as God loves his child. “ Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 
Nor would it be possible for us so to love God as he 
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loves us, unless it were possible that.we had done as 
much for God as God has done for us; for love comes 
and grows through serving, not through being served. 

It is depressing, it is in a sense disheartening, to 
realize that we can hardly hope for the largest meas- 
ure of love from those for whom we do most; from those 
whom—because of our very doing for them—we are 
enabled to love most dearly. It is a sad thought, it 
is a painful thought, that while our own love in- 
creases through our very loving and serving, the love 
of our loved ones cannot grow correspondingly except 
through a correspondence of loving service on their 
part in our behalf; that, in fact, their love for us 
must depend on and must be measured by what they 
do for us, not by what we do for them. Yet this is 
the law of our very nature in every sphere of being 
and doing. 

The national flag is the symbol and the synonym 
of the country which it represents. The country is a 
source of blessing to every citizen under its govern- 
ment and its protection. To every citizen the national 
flag is a suggestion of benefits received, and ought to 
be a means of quickening gratitude and of promoting 
love; but what citizen so loves his country, or sees 
so much to rejoice over in the flag of his country, as 
the citizen-soldier who has served his country by dar- 
ing and doing and suffering for his, country’s flag? 
When the old weather-beaten and bullet-pierced na- 
tional flags, which have borne the brunt of many bat- 
tles, are displayed in our city streets on some memorial 
occasion, no hearts are moved by their sight in loving 
devotedness like the hearts of those veteran soldiers 
who followed those flags in the hour of danger, who 
lived for them, and who were ready to die for them; 
for in the love of country, as in every other love, love 
grows by serving, rather than by being served. 

And, after all, there is both stimulus and comfort 
in the thought that love gains through serving, even 
though it is not to be won by service. The real 
blessing of love is the blessing of loving, rather than 
of being loved. In this sphere, as in every other, “it 
is more blessed to give than to receive.” Therefore, 
in all our loving, our thought should be, not what we 
can gain, but what we can give; not what we are to 
win, but what we are ‘privileged to surrender or to 
endure. What a joy this adds to every privation and 
to every toil and trial for a loved one, in evidence of 
our loving. Christina Rosetti tells of an Englishman 
sojourning in the East, who by accident broke a valu- 
able household treasure of his entertainer’s. To 
cheer him in his depression, his host said gracefully : 
“In a stranger the destruction of so costly an article 
might cause displeasure; but in a friend, every action 
has a charm.” In comment on this apothegm of 
friendship—and true friendship is the highest and 
purest love—the poet-narrator says: “One friend I 
once possessed who would, I think, on occasion, have 
been capable of such graciousness. But why, if so it 
be, have I known one such only? and why am I, alas! 
not myself the second?” And this standard of loving 
is the true ideal for us all. The more we can do for 
a friend, and the more we can surrender to a friend, 
the more we shall love a friend. Hence there is a 
gain to ourselves in all our sacrifices and sufferings 
for a friend ; and a call to suffer and to sacrifice in 
friendship, is a call to gain and to grow in friendship. 

For this same reason it is that one who is loved and 
served by another can both shqw love and gain int 
love by consenting to be loved and served by that 
loving one. Dr. Bushnell has shown most beautifully 
that “loving God is but letting God love us.” Every 
loving parent can testify that he cares more for the 
privilege of loving his child than for any actual return 
of love which he may receive from that child. And 
all of us know that at times it is'a severe test of our 
love, when we are called to accept gifts, or to accept 
service, from one who loves us, and for whom we can 
do nothing, beyond this passive self-sacrifice. This 
measure of loving-service by love-prompted accept- 
ance it is which has the praise of Adelaide Procter : 

“T hold him great who, for love’s sake, 
. Can give, with generdus, earnest will ;— 
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Yet he who takes for love’s sweet sake, 
I think I hold more generous still.” 
And the same self-surrendering service in receiving 
for love’s sake, without the privilege of giving or 
serving in return, is emphasized in the words of Elaine 
Goodale : ae 
“O love! through whom I seem to live, 
For whom I’ve idly wished to die, 
Help me to yield without a sigh 
A woman’s dearest wish—to give! 
“ This hardest lesson may I learn— 
To hide my worthless self, nor shun 
Freely from thee, as from the sun, 
All to receive, and naught return.” 

And here is love’s triumph and love’s reward—in 
every sphere. Love is the gainer by what it does 
rather than by what it wins, by what it gives rather 
than by what it receives, by what it surrenders rather 
than by what it obtains. We grow in love for our 
children by our sacrifices in their behalf. If they 
ever approach our love for them in their love for us, 
it will be through what they are led to do for us, 
rather than through what we are led to do for them. 
But whether they love us or not, our love for them 
can keep on growing just as long as we keep on serv- 
ing. So in our truest friendships, the more we do 
and the more we yield, the more we shall love. And 
it may be that our highest service in behalf of a 
friend will be by our self-denying consent to receive 
his love and his service without any equivalent return. 
In such a case, we shall gain in love-power through 
our passive serving as truly as if our service were 
active; for the love-promoting element of service is 
self-surrender for another’s sake; and that element is 
found in doing actively or in yielding passively—at 
the prompting of love. 

Nor is love that finds its chiefest joy and its chiefest 
reward in loving-service, more likely than a craving 
love to be an unrequited love. No father or mother 
is surer to be loved by his or her child, than the parent 
who thinks only of loving and of serving as a parent. 
No friend is surer of such a return-love as only the 
truest friendship knows, than the friend who asks only 
the privilege of loving and serving as a friend. No 
child of God has such rich experiences of the love 
of God, as has the child of God whose joy is in 
serving God without a thought of any gain in 
that service beyond its own delight. And there 
is a reason for this winning of love through our 
growing in love; for only as we love another can 
we know another, and so be enabled to show that 
appreciative sympathy with the loved one which is 
the surest means of winning love in return. The 
order in nature—in human nature—is not first knowl- 
edge and then love, but first love and then knowledge. 
Serving promotes love, loving promotes knowledge, 
knowledge makes sympathy a possibility ; and appre- 
ciative sympathy wins love in return. 

“ Learn that to love is the one way to know 

Or God or man: it is not love received 

That maketh man to know the inner life 

Of them that love him; his own love bestowed 
Shall do it.” 

If you would win love,—the love of a child or 
the love of a friend—you must first know fully 
the one whose love you would win. If you would 
have more knowledge in that direction, you must 
love in that direction more heartily. If you would 
love more heartily, you must serve more unselfishly 
and continually; for love grows only through serving. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


When a man has consented to be a teacher in the 
Sunday-school, it is important that he know both what 
to teach and how to teach. As ateacher in the Sunday- 
school he finds the subject of his teaching assigned to 
him. If he has the ability to teach, that ability ought 
to be directed in the line of the lesson of the school. If, 
however, he lacks that ability, the question of his fitness 
to be a teacher in that school is still an open one. This 
question it is which seems to be raised by a Connecticut 
correspondent, who writes : 

T have a fellow-teacher who has a class of boys—from fifteen 
to eighteen years old—not easily interested in the lesson of the 





school. He is greatly impressed with the idea that he could do 
better for his class in the way of interest if he should pursue an 
independent line of study—especially spending, say, three or 
four months in the study of some one Bible character, avoiding, 
as he thinks, the fragmentary character of the present uniform 
course, There may be some other minds having this ‘same 
question on hand, and a word from you might help them. 


There are teachers who can interest, who do interest, 
boys of from fifteen to eighteen years old, in the current 
lessons of the International course. There are other 
teachers who fail to do this. The difference is in the 
teachers. What is to be done, when a teacher lacks 
ability at a point like this, is an important question to 
the teacher himself, to his class, and to the school where 
he is a teacher. A uniform lesson for the entire school 
is a fundamental necessity. Without one lesson for the 
whole school, a Sunday-school as a school is practically 
impossible; at the best, it is an aggregation of separate 
classes. Its general exercises, its prayers, its hymns, its 
Bible readings, its questionings from the desk, cannot be 
in unison with the school current of thought and study 
for theday. Unless a teacher can join with the other 
teachers in lesson-study, unless he can have the benefit 
of the multiplied helps to Bible knowledge which are 
supplied upon the lesson of the day, he is at a great dis- 
advantage. In fact, it would take a great deal more 
ability to teach a class on a different lesson from that of 
the school generally, than to teach the lesson of the 
school. Hence a teacher who supposes that he could do 
better with another lesson is likely to be mistaken 
through a misunderstanding of his teaching capacity. 
Such a teacher is, in fact, to be pitied for his inability to 
keep abreast of his féellow-teachers in their common 
teaching work. Practically, the only remaining question 
then is, Shall such a teacher be dropped out from the 
school? or is he in his shortcoming better than nothing 
for his class? 


In all discussions of Sunday-school methods it is im- 
portant to hold up a high standard before the teacher ; 
for, as a rule, the higher the ideal standard, the higher 
the actual attainment. But in judging a teacher’s fitness 
for his work, or a teacher’s fidelity and efficiency in his 
work, it will not do to consider merely his conformity to 
the highest: absolute standard; he must rather be judged 
in the light of his spirit and purpose, and of his relative 
value in comparison with others who are available for 
such service as he renders. And the more sensitive to 
his own deficiencies.a teacher is, the more likely is he 
to do well in spite of his deficiencies. These thoughts 
are important while considering the case of a Maryland 
teacher who writes : 


I am a constant reader of your valuable paper, but one piece 
in a recent number, entitled “ Neglecting the Slips,” has caused 
me a great deal of thought, and still I am worried. I am a 
Sunday-school teacher, and have a very interesting class of 
girls. In that article it says, “If you have a class, you must 
make time to visit.” I am engaged during the day, leaving 
home at seven o’clock in the morning, and not returning until 
about seven in the evening; and such is my position that I very 
seldom have a whole day holiday, even on the regular holidays. 
I was brought up in a Sunday-school which is quite a distance 
from where we now reside ; but as I owe everything as a Chris- 
tian to the influences there, if I can do any work, it is my desire 
to do it in my Sunday-school home. But for that. very reason 
it is hard for me to visit my scholars in the evening; and 
then I am often very tired, too. Do you think it would be 
advisable for me to give up my class because I don’t visit my 
scholars? Of course, I go to see them occasionally, but not 
often. And, indeed, I see so little result of my labors in the 
Sunday-school that I grow discouraged, and am almost tempted 
to resign my position; but teachers are so very scarce in our 
school that I still hold on. It is no easy thing for me, after 
being so very tired Saturday evening, to rise early Sunday 
morning, and work in the Sunday-school both morning aad 
afternoon. I am trying in my feeble way to be a Christian, 
and want to do what Ican. If I could conscientiously resign my 
position as teacher, it would be a great burden taken from me; 
for I do feel it is a terrible responsibility, and one that I fear I 
am not good enough to bear. I am a teacher in the Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school, and by answering the above question 
—whether I ought to resign my position as a Sunday-school 
teacher—you will confer a great favor. I enjoy your paper, 
and have confidence in your words. : 

Of one thing we are very sure: that teacher ought not 
to give up her class until another teacher is found who 
is both able and willing to do more than she is doing; 
and our decided opinion is that such a teacher is not 
now available in the field she occupies. It looks as if 
that teacher were doing the best she could do; it looks 
as if she were doing a great deal better than she thinks 
she is doing. It would be a good thing for the Sunday- 
school if the teachers generally had the spirit which she 
manifests, and were as faithful as she seems to be. Such 
a teacher as she is, will be sure to impress herself upon 
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her scholars for good in the one hour or more a week 

* which she now finds time—or makes time—to give to 
them ; and in Her sense of weakness she can find her 
sufficiency in Him whose strength is made complete in 
just such weakness as hers. She ought not to leave her 
present post of duty until another person is found for it 

_who in her opinion, and also in the opinion of the 
school authorities, is deemed more capable and more 
ready than herself for all the duties of a faithful and a 
faith-filled Sunday-school teacher. 








ARISE, LET US GO HENCE. 
BY THE REY. W. H. WOODS. 


Out of the upper chamber, 
After the feast is done ; 
Out of the blessed circle, 
With Judas only gone ; 
Out of the growing comfort 
The Master’s word bestows ; 
Out of the peace where all doubts cease, 
And all strife silent grows,— 
Arise, let us go hence. 


Over the murmuring Kedron, 
Into the garden’s gloom ; 
Into a foreseen anguish, 
Unto a foretold doom ; 
Unto the kiss of traitors, 
The faithlessness of friends ; 
Into the hour of the tempter’s power, 
When hell with heaven contends,— 
Arise, let us go hence. 


Ever the warning soundeth 
Through all the ages clear, 
As a harsh bell’s jangling clamor 
Breaks on a dreaming ear, 
Or like the ery of terror 
Which no wild winds can drown, 
When some ship shocks on the sunken rocks, 
And men to death go down,— 
Arise, let us go hence. 


O sharp, O sudden summons! 
Yet soft! what doth he say? 
“Let us go hence”? Yea, Master, 
If thou but lead the way. 
The straitest, sternést pathway 
That ever mortal trod 
Shall welcome be, since we go with thee, 
In a road that leads to God. 
Arise, let us go hence. 


. 





THE WORD IN A GREAT REVIVAL. 


BY THE REV. BISHOP JOHN F. HURST, D.D., LL.D. 


The history of the Church abounds in proofs that the 
study of the Bible and intense spiritual life go hand in 
hand. As we look back upon certain epochs when 
there were great awakenings,—as in the revivals in the 
time of the elder Edwards, Whitefield, Blair, and the 
Tennents,—we find that the most important factor which 
brought about the wonderful work was a return to both 
the spirit and the letter of the revealed Word. There were 
controversies on theological questions, and some of them 
were animated enough, but they took their place in the 
background when the supreme question of the conversion 
of souls came to the front. Here before me is a volume 
of sermons preached by Gilbert Tennent and Samuel 
Blair, and published in Boston in 1789. They are fair 
specimens of the preaching of the times. One of these 
sermons is on the Divinity of the Scriptures, and another 
on the Sanctifying Efficacy of the Gospel on the Souls 
of Men, while the whole volume abounds in appeals to 
the exact language of the Word of God. The first six of 
the nineteen remarkable letters of Jonathan Dickinson 
on religious subjects, published about the same time 
(Boston, 1745), dealt entirely with the Old and New Tes- 
taments. It was when the Bible, with all its fullness of 
promise and threat, was held up, that the hearer and the 
reader were aroused, and from deep conviction they 
passed into a beautiful and joyous Christian life. 

The same return to the study of the Bible is percepti- 
ble in the great struggles for the reform of the Church. 
There is not a country where the Reformation was a 
success, or, for that matter, where it was attempted and 
at last failed, where the whole movement did not find 
its very centre and inspiration in the study of the Scrip- 
tures. The Reformers, every one of them, were students 
of the Word before all other things. They drifted, as 
upon an irresistible current, from the close study of the 
exact language of the Bible into doctrinal statements of 
protest against the enormities of the hour. Tyndale and 
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Wycliffe in England, Luther and Melanchthon in Ger- 
many, and Erasmus, Oecolampadius, Zwingli, and Calvin 
in Switzerland, were all translators and commentators. 
In: Italy and Spain, where the Inquisition stifled the 
Reformation at the very outset, all the great preliminary 
steps of the Reformation lay in the line of the transla- 
tion and distribution of the Scriptures in the languages 
of the countries. 

Now there is abundant reason for this beautiful rela- 
tionship. There is a singular power in the word of 
revelation. It searches the heart and the times. A vast 
number of prophecies group themselves about it. It is 
the Lord’s candle. It is a two-edged sword. It is the 
multiplying seed from the sower’s busy hand. It is a 
lamp to the feet. All nature is called upon to furnish 
analogies to its power. Is it any wonder that when 
ministers and laymen go back to it, and study it closely, 
and bring it before the people in all its native glow 
and searching force, there should be great heart-search- 
ing, that old things should pass away, and all things 
should become new? All the men who have become 
prominent as successful evangelists have aroused them- 
selves with the Scriptures. Moody’s work has grown 
out of his close study of the fundamental truths,—not 
from the elaborate treatises on systematic theology, but 
from the fountain-head of those treatises,—the Bible 
itself. 

It is an important question, Will the increased facili- 
ties for the study of the Scriptures, the broader knowl- 
edge of general biblical topics, lessen the hold of the 
biblical language upon the Church? Will there be more 
emphasis on the collateral studies—such as the topo- 
graphy, geography, and archeology of the Bible—than 
on the exact Scriptures themselves? No. This can never 
be, unless there is a spiritual decline. The only thing 
which can weaken the hold of the Bible, without note 
or comment, on the heart of the Church, is the obscuring 
of its truths and the loss of their power over the affec- 
tions. Everything we learn about the Bible ought only 
to make tenfold intenser our love of it. If one has crawled 
through the caves beneath St. Stephen’s Gate in Jerusa- 
lem, or, after personal examination, reached his own con- 
clusion concerning the exact site of Calvary, or must go 
against the usual view of the real spot where Capernaum 
was situated, should these things disturb one’s love for 
the Bible, or lead him away from an appreciation of its 
power to save? By no means. Every new ray of light 
upon it should increase our love for it. The more we 
know it, the firmer should its claim beuponus. Away with 
the absurd supposition that more knowledge produces less 
clear views of the fundamental spiritual idea! Does an 
increased knowledge of astronomy tend to minimize one’s 
love of the Creator of the universe? Every new help to 
a science should broaden our conception of its value, and 
of its place in the vast sisterhood of sciences. So should 
all our new aids to a knowledge of the Bible, from its 
text to every science which bears, even remotely, on its 
interpretation, help us. to a deeper appreciation of its 
spiritual power. 

Nothing can take the place of the Word in seasons of 
spiritual anxiety. Just as soon as one begins to inquire 
into his own life, and take knowledge of his account- 
ability, and sees his danger, he has recourse to his Bible. 
Nothing can take its place. Every page abounds in pas- 
sages which suit hiscase. Whether he opens it at chance 
places, or reads special books, it is all the same—each 
writer seems to mean him. Then as he advances into 
knowledge of himself, he finds the same application to 
his needs. At cach step it becomes to him his infallible 
guide-book. When, at last, he loses his burden, like Pil- 
grim, at the foot of the cross, he finds the whole Bible 
ablaze with sentences which appear to have been written 
for him alone. Whichever way he turns to help others, he 
finds new incentives shining out from the holy Word. All 
along the pathway of his later Christian life, he finds the 
samegreat joy and light in the written Word. If theshad- 
ows fall, a different class of truths comein to help him, like 
a new galaxy of stars for the mariner when he reaches 
new latitudes. Thus it goes on until the end comes. The 
Bible is inseparable from the Christian’s spiritual life, at 
every stage. In the last hours, as he passes from one 
world into another which is his first and everlasting 
home, the language of the Bible is the last he speaks. 
The truths which have cheered him are his final conso- 
lation. 

I suspect this adaptation of the Bible to each day’s 
march in our journey homeward is only a prophecy of its 
companionship in the haven beyond. The Word has its 
dark places, and none are so difficult as where it speaks 
of heaven. Our commentaries on the Apocalypse help 
us but little. However, may we not expect that when 
we reach the home itself we shall grasp all that we read 
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about it in the sacred volume? Who can expect to un- 
derstand a guide-book until he reaches the land which it 
describes? 





WAYSIDE NOTES ON THE RIVIERA. 
BY 8, DE LANCEY VAN RENSSELAER. © 


Even in these days of general Continental travel, when 
the majority of well-to-do Americans have made the 
grand tour, there may still be some who are looking for- 
ward to a European experience. To these, a simple 
account of leisurely journeyings through the favored 
regions of the Old World may not be without interest. 
And others, who have gazed and wandered at will along 
the sunny Mediterranean coast, may feel its beauties rise 
anew before them, inadequately as they are depicted by 
an unskilled though loving hand. 

Of the many Americans and English who flock every 
winter to Nice, there are comparatively few who are will- 
ing to forsake the brightness of the new town, with its 
Promenade and Jardin Public, crowded with gay, 
well-dressed people, for the quiet of the hills behind the 
city. Yet those whom delicate health, or weariness of 
rush and bustle, lead to take refuge there are fully repaid 
for what their friends term exile. It is along drive from 
Nice proper, over a dazzling white, dusty road, through 
the suburb of Carabacel, and up the steep, winding hill, 
to the heights of Cimies. 

On the ascent, we pass houses whose exterior walls are 
gayly frescoed. These works of art are sometimes rather 
audacious in design and coloring. One which always 
arouses the mirth of juvenile tourists represents an open 
window, with a man climbing up to make forcible entry, 
while a woman appears above, with brandished broom- 
stick, threatening his speedy overthrow. As the road 
rises, we look back over terraces, where olive-trees are 
growing in abundance, to Nice, spread out below, the 
promontory of Castle Hill dividing the old from the new 
town. 

The Roman antiquities, so plentifully distributed 
through Southern France, at Avignon, Nismes, Arles, 
Les Baux, etc., have here their representatives in an old 
arena, called the Amphitheatre of Cimies. The road 
runs through it, for, like the arena of Arles, it is a pub- 
lic thoroughfare, though not much traveled. The arena 
of Cimies is small and dilapidated; but there is a pa- 
thetic interest about the decaying ruins, mantled with 
luxuriant ivy. The deep holes where the wild beasts 
were confined, to make “a Roman holiday,” are quite 
plainly enough discernible to send a shudder through 
the hearts of the small fry whom cruel elders threaten 
with durance vile in those same dark dungeons. 

Leaving the arena, a sharp turn leads into the grounds 
of the Villa Garin, an English pension, well patronized 
during the winter months. At the time referred to in 
this sketch, the Villa Garin differed much from the ordi- 
nary pension. It was frequented by a class of English 
and Americans far superior to the ordinary run of Con- 
tinental tourists. The circle was a charming one, and 
the life more resembled that of visitors at a gentleman’s 
country-seat than the usual dreary experience of a board- 
ing-house existence. The.late Archbishop Tait with his 
wife and son spent three weeks there at this time, and 
left many delightful recollections in the minds of those 
who were fortunate enough to meet and know them. 
The villa belonged to a count of the same name, who, 
preferring to live nearer the gay world, did not object to 
increase his revenues by renting his charming property. 
He kept a tight hand, however, upon the flowers ; and no 
matter how wistfully the visitor might eye the brilliant 
beds that lined the garden-walks, woe to the rash hand 
that dared pluck any of the enticing beauties! But we 
did not complain very bitterly ; for, outside of the garden 
precincts, nature offered rich spoils, and no envious, 
watchful-eye could deprive us of her gifts. 

Terrace after terrace the hill slopes away from the 
commanding height on which the villa is perched. A 
winding wall at the foot of the gardens leads along to a 
broad, level grassy space, called the Plateau. This looks 
down upon the valley of the Paillon and across to the 
opposite mountains on whose ascending slope may be 
clearly traced the slender white line of the famous 
Cornice road. Along this noble highway many of our 
fellow-pensioners journeyed ; for, although the cheap and 
easy transit by rail now threatens to throw into oblivion 
the past glories of the Cornice, at the time we mention 
there was no railway farther than Mentone; and those 
who dreaded the voyage along the coast to Genoa gladly 
embraced the fatigue and discomfort of the land journey 
for the feast of beauty that it promised. Even now, in 
these hurrying days, there are those who think it no 
waste, but time well spent, to pass three or four days in 
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following the windings of this lovely coast; and others 
would gladly pass weeks, in delicious languor, lying 
under the gray, shimmering olives, breathing the per- 
fume of narcissus and violets, or wandering along the 
rocky shores, peering into caves hollowed out by the 
ceaseless dashing of the waves, and gathering the many- 
tinted flowers of the sea, redolent with a briny fragrance 
of their own. The Cornice road is only rivaled in beauty 
by that from Salerno to Amalfi, where the rock forma- 
tions are even more rugged and imposing. But the 
Amalfi road lacks the fine perspective of the Mediter- 
ranean, stretching far away till it melts into a faint blue 
haze at the horizon line. The bay of Salerno hems it in, 
and seems to narrow and confine one’s imagination. Both 
roads owe their splendid condition to government care 
and supervision, and the wearisome toil of peasants 
whose days are passed ip breaking stone along these 
matchless highways. ‘* 

To return to Nice. The Paillon, mentioned as seen 
from the plateau at Villa Garin, is a stream of very 
meagre volume during the greater part of the year. It 
filters through the centre of a broad, stony bed, and is 
walled in and bridged over as it passes through Nice. 
Here numerous washerwomen ply their trade, kneeling 
on the rocks, and immersing coffee-colored garments in 
tiny pools which have long since lost all claim to lim- 
pidity. As the rainy season comes on, however, the 
Paillon changes to a raging torrent, carrying off the 
floods from the mountains in the rear of Nice. 

An interesting feature of Cimies, after the arena, 
is the old church with the monastery of St. Anna, 
medieval Christianity and Roman paganism being thus 
sharply brought in contrast. There are but few sisters 
in the convent, and they keep up a little school for the 
very elementary instruction of the neighboring peasant 
children, On féte days, the church is crowded by the 
hill peasants, and the air is heavy with incense and the 
smoke of innumerable wax tapers. Simple and unaf- 
fected, indeed, is the piety of many of these kneeling 
worshipers, but there is a vacancy and stolidity of 
expression on many faces which is most painful to the 
observer. And our thoughts turn back gladly to the 
plain little meeting-houses nestled among our New Eng- 
land hills, where the pure light of heaven’s glorious eye 
falls through it, not as red glass upon the keen intel- 
ligent faces of many a horny-handed descendant of the 
Puritans. On /ée days, such as the Annunciation of 
the Virgin, the peasants come from far and near, bring- 
ing fruit and vegetables for sale, thus combining regard 
for their soul’s welfare with a keen lookout for their 
pockets. They drive a thriving trade with the inmates 
of the neighboring villas. Gourds of all sizes are to be 
obtained, and clever fingers adorn many with sketches 
in India ink, so that we carry away with us very original 
mementoes of the quaint old church and the curious 
stone crucifix standing near it. 


It is, of course, generally known, that Nice is famed 
for its flowers. They are cultivated in great profusion, 
and sent far and wide. Flower trains are dispatched 
every day to Paris, laden with roses of every variety, 
bewildering and fascinating in colors and fragrance. 
But it is the wild flowers whose beauty especially 
appeals to one. They bud and blossom everywhere. 
And it is curious to see here what we call garden flow- 
ers, and carefully pet and pamper, growing wild and 
uncared for by the brooks, shaded by maiden-hair, in 
crevices of beetling rocks, hanging out pennons of 
brilliant colors from almost inaccessible places, where 
only a sure foot and steady head dare venture. Tulips 
of every hue, riotous in gaudy beauty ; pansies of a size 
with us only attained by diligent nurture ; anemones, 
pale, fragile, large-eyed, or burning red, a flame of fire. 
Periwinkles trailing, spreading beneath our feet. Hya- 
cinths with their pink and blue and lilac tinted fairy 
bells; narcissus, arums, orchids. These are enameled 
meads indeed. But sweetest of all, there are violets 
here, there, and everywhere. Surely, it must have 
been to these regions that the Duke strayed in fancy 
when he spoke of that dying strain like perfume over a 
bank of violets. Wherever we go, the same profusion! 
Peeping out under overhanging banks, in the shadow of 
tottering walls, our donkeys treading them down in the 
narrow, grass-grown paths. Everywhere violets, violets! 
Their fragrance fills the air! And no matter how far 
from their lovely haunts our wanderings lead us, with 
seas, perhaps, rolling between, the breath of violets 
always calls up those enchanting scenes, and our hearts 
turn back to the Riviera. 

Plentiful as violets are throughout Italy, they es- 
pecially recall to us Nice, our first halting-place on 
the Mediterranean. To us it is unspoiled by the gay, 
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Even its proximity to Monte Carlo does not affright us. 
We know its real inner nature; have lived among its 
hills, and been taken into their confidence, even visiting 
the little villages which fear of Saracen invasion perched, 
many years ago, upon their cliffs. One pleasant ramble 
for an afternoon is along tae coast road to Villa Franca, 
returning over the mountain. On the way we pass Cha- 
teau Schmidts, or Smith’s Folly, the freak of a rich, 
erratic Englishman, who spent much money in this 
imitation of a feudal castle, founded on and blending 
with the rock as it rises abruptly from thesea. Here 
the waves dash ceaselessly, often with fury, in the short, 
sharp storms of that inland sea. One dreams it would 
be a never-dying bliss to live forever in such an abode, 
looking down on that glorious expanse of water. Imagine 
one Sunday afternoon, looking out to sea: the color of 
the sky next the horizon-line shifting from the green to 
the blue of the peacock, then a broad stretch of yellow 
sunshine, reflected in clear, shining amber water, on 
which white-sailed barks gleam brilliantly ; then again 
the sea, stormy blue and beryl green up to the white 
foam of the breakers, where the spin-drift, blown high 
off the waves by the furious gale, dances in rainbow light 
as the sun struggles out. 

Then we fancy we see Uldra, the Scandinavian spirit 
of the mist, in changeful, melting, iridescent hues of fall- 
ing spray, and sweeping, folding wreaths of driving vapor. 
It is a feast of color, divine in depth and intensity. One 
must see in order to realize such changing, yet ever-abid- 
ing, radiance. Palest chrysolite; deep, gorgeous, wine- 
dark purple, heavenly sapphire; words can ill describe 
the exquisite tenderness of the tints melting so insensibly 
into each other that the eye hardly marks one before it 
is transformed into the next. They have been well com- 
pared to the varying hues of a dove’s neck. There is 
only one book which in its delicacy and truthfulness of 
description at all shadows forth the beauty and charm of 
the Riviera. This is Ruffini’s Dr. Antonio. The de- 
scriptions are drawn by a loving hand and artist eye. 
But there is little mention made of Nice, which, as before 
remarked, ranks with most as a mere winter watering- 
place, overgrown and noisy, though fortunate in site and 
natural attractions. -We know it from another side, 
however, and our allegiance remains unshaken by all the 
tales of its frivolity and extravagance. Its sky, its sea, 
its mountains, all remain unchanged; and our hearts ever 
turn back with fondness to this our first resting-place on 
the Riviera, Nizza la bella. 





THE PROPHET MALACHI. 
BY THE REV. H. J. WEBER. 


I. His Person.—The last of the twelve minor prophets 
is the only person mentioned in the Old Testament bear- 
ing the name Malachi. But did a prophet Malachi ever 
live and prophesy, or is the name only a title or sym- 
bolical name? The doubt in reference to the existence 
of a prophet named Malachi arose early. The Targum 
translates Malachi 1:1: “Through the hands of Mala- 
chi,” and adds: ‘Who is called Ezra, the scribe.” It 
obviously considers “‘ Malachi ” a nom de guerre for Ezra. 
Clemens of Alexandria thought Joshua the son of 
Jozadak was the author. The Rabbi Nachmann said 
(Tr. Megilla, 15 a), “ Malachi is Mordecai.” And why 
is he called Malachi? Because he was the second or 
next to the king (comp. Esther 10 : 3). 

It seems to us as if the Septuagint may have given 
rise to this doubt through its translation of Malachi 1 : 1, 
as “ Through the hands of his angel.” Singularly, the 
title of our book is in the Septuagint not translated 
as “my angel” or “his angel,” hut as “ Malachias,” 
which makes it almost positive that the Septuagint con- 
sidered “ Malachi” to be a proper noun, the name of a 
specific prophet.’ Most authorities to-day agree that the 
name “Malachi” is an abbreviation of the Hebrew 
word - signifying “angel or messenger of Jehovah,” 
which explanation is sustained by the translation of the 
Alexandrians, “ Malachias.” 

As our book is a prophetical, and not a poetical, pro- 
duction, we, according to the general custom of the 
prophets, expect to find the prophet’s name at the head 
of his book, and therefore hold Malachi to be the correct 
name of the prophet. 

Of the circumstances in which Malachi lived we know 
nothing definitely, as neither his book nor any other por- 
tion of the Old Testament gives us any information upon 
this subject. That Malachi was a priest, as Hiavernick, 
Hengstenberg, and others, have held on account of the 
numerous references to the priesthood (Mal. 1: 6 ff.; 2: 

2 The true title of Malachi is its first verse. The formal title is a 
later addition, and even in the Septuagint it may be of a later date 
than the version itself.—Tuz Eprror. 





1ff.; 3: $f.) is nothing more than a supposition. Without 
doubt, Malachi admonishes the priests, the appointed 
guardians of the Word and the sanctuary, the instituted 
teachers of the nation, so earnestly, because they, in a 
special degree, had been faithless to their trust, and 
thus had exercised an extremely bad influence upon the 
whole nation. 

Il. His Time.—Malachi, with many other prophets, 
has been, to use the phrase of a German professor, put on 
a wheelbarrow and carted around about between the 
different post-exilic centuries; but the greatest number 
of authorities now agree that Malachi was contemporary 
with Nehemiah. As the lastof all the prophets, whose 
sayings were incorporated in the Old Testament canon, 
the Jews well called him “ the seal of the prophets.” 


Internal evidences point to the time between Nehe- 
miah’s first and second visits to Jerusalem as the period 
in which Malachi preached and prophesied ; that is, the 
years 433-424 before Christ. 

Nehemiah had carried on the work of reform at 
Jerusalem for twelve years; then he returned to Persia 
in the year 433. How long he remained there we know 
not. But, Nehemiah 13 : 6,7, we are told that “ after 
certain days” (literally, “at the endof days”) he returned 
to Jerusalem ; the phrase may mean a year, or, as Genesis 
4: 8, an indefinite time. The condition of things found 
by Nehemiah at his second coming corresponds with 
the picture depicted by Malachi. It is true Nehemiah 
does not refer to Malachi in Nehemiah 13; but we must 
remember that this chapter is only a brief, abrupt sum- 
mary of conditions and actions, and that we do not hold 
that Malachi was then still prophesying. 

The reasons for dating Malachi’s activity between 
Nehemiah’s first and second visits to Jerusalem are 
briefly the following : 

1. Malachi 1: 6-10; 2:4ff.; 3: 1-10, presuppose the 
existence of the (second) temple and temple service. 

2. Malachi censures (Mal. 2: 11) mixed marriages, as 
Nehemiah does (Neh. 13 : 28). 

3. He reproves (Mal. 1:6) the contempt of Jehovah 
shown in offering the blind, the lame, and the sick as 
sacrifices. 

4. He admonishes (Mal. 4: 4, etc.) to remember the 
law and the statutes, the tithes and the sacrifices. All 
these points indicate or imply that Israel had, a short 
time previous, promised to put away their heathen 
wives, to keep the law, and to bring sacrifices accept- 
able to God. (See Neh. 8-10, especially 10: 29 ff.) 

5. The devout, self-sacrificing Nehemiah cannot have 
been at Jerusalem when Malachi prophesied, as the lat- 
ter would not have spoken of the former as he does of 
the governor (Mal.1:°8). The governor must have been 
a Persian officer, who accepted presents, gifts, and regu- 
lar taxes. 

6. Malachi’s book cannot be explained out of the time 
after Nehemiah’s second visit to Jerusalem, unless we 
assume that Israel, within a short time, sinned three 
times against Jehovah through mixed marriages, con- 
tempt of law and statutes, etc. 

Til. Contents of the Book.—Reinke has correctly called 
Malachi “a zealot (in the good sense of the word) for 
the faithful and conscientious observance of the divine 
law.” The Mosaic law is to him the infallible, divine 
authority for priests and laity; this norm he desires to 
reinstate. The prophet summarily treats of the past, 
present, and future. Starting with the past, he shows 
Israel God’s great love in selecting Jacob, and not Esau, 
What a contrast does the conduct of the nation present! 
Priests and people sin against the Lord, offering base 
sacrifices, fraudulent tithes, marrying heathen women, 
and divorcing themselves from their Jewish wives, the 
love of their youth. Looking into the future, he prophe- 
sies divine punishment, predicts the coming of an ex- 
traordinary messenger, who is only the forerunner of a 
still greater one,—the messenger of the covenant, Jeho- 
vah himself. When the Lord comes to his holy temple, 
then the great and awful day of judgment is at hand. 
The judgment has a twofoid character: the wicked shall 
be stubble, and the day shall burn them up; but unto 
those that fear his name, “the sun of righteousness shall 
arise with healing in his wings.” 

IV. His Style—The diction of Malachi is prosaic; 
rarely we find parallelisms. His arguments are conclu- 
sive, the presentation of the same concise. The prophet 
loves to state a general truth, and then he makes it the 
basis of his argumentation or reproofs. Compare “I have 
loved you, saith the Lord” (Mal.1:2), “A son hon- 
oureth his father, and a servant his master” (Mal. 1: 6), 
“Have we not all one father?” (Mal. 2: 10,) etc. The 
exposition of accepted truths is not an uninterrupted 
one, but is presented in the form of a dialogue, the 
prophet disputing with the priests or the nation. This 
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he does by first stating their protestations, and then refut- 
ing their statements. 

For the Christian Church the prophecies of Malachi 
are of great importance: first, because the Roman 
Church finds in Malachi 1:11 and 8: 8 classical proof- 
texts for its “sacrifice of the mass” (arguing that the 
phrase, “And in every place incense shall be offered 
unto my name,” refers to the Roman mass); and, sec- 
ond, because Malachi: 1 and 4: 5, the promise, of a 
forerunner is found, which prophecy was fulfilled in the 
coming of John the Baptist. 





“LIGHT IN THEIR DWELLINGS.” 


BY ELIZABETH P. ALLAN. 


An old Dutch artist once undertook to depict upon 
canvas the ninth plague,—the darkness that fell on the 
land of Egypt just before the death of the first-born, 
The picture is a very effective one; if one might use the 
expression with regard to a representation of darkness, 
it is a vivid picture. Kitto says: : 

“The artist allows us, through the darkness which en- 
velopes his canvas, to discern the shadows of men stum- 
bling along the way, running against each other, groping 
in vain to find their doors, coming full butt against monu- 
ments, falling over steps. Here and there are men with 
lamps, but they radiate no light; they are small white 
specks, and the men hold them close down to the ground 
to find their path. Others are seen to be holding oh 
behind, to avail themselves of the guidance of the per- 
sons thus painfully and fearfully seeking the pathway.” 

Meantime, the land of Goshen, where the children of 
Israel had their homes, is seen in the distance under a 
flood of*tght. Children are playing in the sunshine; 
flowers are opening and fruit ripening under the genial 
rays; the flocks and herds feed peacefully in the bright 
meadows; and all life is active and joyous. 

The contrast is very striking. Could the Egyptians 
themselves have realized this contrast as we see it in the 
picture, surely, surely, we say to ourselves, they would 
have yielded a hasty obedience to the God of Israel. 

Ah, Christians! it is our duty, our privilege, to show 
forth this miracle every day of our lives before a gain- 
saying and rebellious world. Shut your eyes fora mo- 
ment, and try to think what would be the effect on the 
careless and unbelieving if all the children of God in 
your community “had light in their dwellings;” if no 
anxiety for the morrow, no envy, no discontent, no un- 
kind word or act, no pride, vainglory, or hypocrisy had 
place there; if love, joy, peace, faith, hope, patience, 
filled all these dwellings with their clear, shining ligh®. 

This is exactly the miraculous contrast our Master 
- intended us to show, when he said: “ Let your light so 
shine before men that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 

“O your religion is a mighty long time regenerating 
the world!” say the mockers, counting up the heathen 
millions, detailing statistics about crime and bloodshed 
and misery and vice within our own borders. 

And no wonder, no wonder! Instead of reflecting in 
our lives the light of the glorious gospel of Christ in its 
beauty and power, we are too much like the Egyptian 
lanterns in the old Dutchman’s picture,—“ small specks, 
radiating no light.” 

Shall we not begin with the first months of this pre- 
cious New Year to have this glorious light in all our 
dwellings ?. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


—— 


THE LITTLE SISTER. 
BY ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOSSON, 


The door of “ mamma’s room” was shut, and the chil- 
dren were denied admittance. It had never been so 
before in all their little lives, ‘“Mamma’s room” had 
been their shelter and refuge as long as they could 
remember. It was not only “mamma’s room,” but their 
play-room, their hospital, their workshop, their school- 
room. They went there for comfort when troubled, for 
sympathy when glad; cut and bruised fingers, bumped 
heads, little scratched knees, were bandaged, plastered, 











rubbed, and always kissed, in “mamma’s room.” Play- 
things were mended there, dolly’s clothes made and | 
altered, stories were told and read, pictures shown, paper | 
dolls cut out or dressed, lessons explained; sometimes 
gentle reproofs were given, and often praise and com- | 
mendation received. There the children learned their 
Sunday-school lessons, sang their hymns, had their quiet | 
twilight talks, and read or listened to the “old, old 
story” from the Bible; there they said their morning | 


and evening prayers. Ah! was there in the whole world 
a spot so sweet and dear and beautiful as “mamma’s 
room ”? 

But now its door was shut, and all the long morning 
they had been kept from the familiar place. A dismal 
little flock they were, clustered together in the library 
down-stairs, wondering and waiting,—Roger, the tall 
boy of ten; James, who was eight and a half; sturdy little 
Fred, just six; and plump, rosy-cheeked Will, a little 
past four. 

, Four boys, you see, little brothers ; but was there no 
sister ? 

Yes; a few months ago God had sent them such a 
lovely present,—a precious baby-sister, such a little snow- 
drop of a girl, so small and soft and fair, and they loved 
baby Jessy with all their hearts, and were so glad she 
had come to them. She was in “mamma’s room” now, 
while they were shut out. Mamma had seemed quiet 
and sad for some days, and papa too; and that morning 
a strange gentleman had come, and he and papa had 
gone softly up-stairs to mamma’s room, and there they 
were yet staying, and baby was there too. 

But hark! there were footsteps overhead, then a door 
opened, and, running into the hall, they saw papa and 
the stranger coming down-stairs. Then, after a few low 
words, the frontedoor opened, and the gentleman went 
away. 

“Papa!” they cried, with one voice. é 

But papa said hurriedly, “Go up-stairs, children ; 
mamma wants you in her room;” and as they obeyed, 
papa went into the library, shutting and locking the 
door after him. The children ran eagerly up-stairs, but 
stopped as they reached the landing. They were a little 
frightened. Everything seemed strange and unusual. 
What was going to happen? 

But mamma came out into the hall as they lingered, 
and in a moment they were in her loving arms. She 
drew them into her room,—that dear room,—and they 
looked quickly around. Where was baby? Ah! there 
she was, safe and sweet, lying in her little crib, her 
cheeks so pink, her blue eyes so wide open. They did 
not know till then how frightened they had been about 
the little sister; but when James—he was always first to 
speak—cried with a sob in his voice, “O mamma! dear 
baby!” the others felt choking lumps in their throats, 
and little Will laid his head against mamma, and cried 
outright. 

And then mamma gathered them close, close to her, 
and began to speak. I will not tell you all she said, nor 
how she said it. But you may be quite sure that it was 
very gently and gradually that she made the children 
know the sad, sad truth. Baby Jessy was blind. The 
blue eyes saw nothing, had never seen anything since 
they first opened, since God sent hertothem. Mamma’s 
voice shook at first as she tried to speak, and she stopped 
a little. But mammas learn how to be brave and strong, 
and put away their own sorrows to help the little ones. 
So she was quiet soon, and told them the sad story so 
sweetly. But they cried bitterly. Even big Roger, so 
much of a man, leaned his face against the window, and 
wiped his wet cheeks and eyes, while the younger ones 
sobbed aloud. 

“O mamma!” cried James, “can’t the doctor cure 
her?” 

“No, dear; the doctors can do nothing for our baby.” 

“But,” said shy little Fred, almost in a whisper, 
“ Jesus can.” 

“Yes,” cried Roger, turning back from the window, 
and speaking eagerly; ‘“‘ Jesus opened the blind men’s 
eyes, you know,—the man who had always been blind, 
and the man who begged by the wayside.” 

“But he didn’t do it till they called out, ‘Mercy, 
O thou son of David!’” said James, sadly. 

Dear quiet: Fred stole to the side of the crib. 

“ Baby, dear baby, say, ‘Mercy, son 0’ David.’ Oh, 
try, baby, do try !” 

Baby Jessy held out her little dimpled hands, and 
cooed a little sound, which was as yet her only way of 
talking. 

“There, mamma, she means ‘mercy.’ Oh!”—with a 
burst of tears,—“ how can Jesus help listening to that 
cunning little noise?” 

“Me say ‘ mercy’ too for baby,” sobbed Will. 

“Yes,” said Roger, with his voice very shaky, “ we'll 
all pray to Jesus, and keep praying and praying; and 
don’t you think, mamma, he’ll make baby see? ” 

Mamma rose quietly and went to the crib. Taking up 
the baby, she sat down again, holding the little sister in 
her arms, and called the children about her; and this is 
what she said to them: 

“ My darling little boys, Jesus is just as able and will- 
ing now to heal the blind as when he lived on earth; 





but I do not think he will open our dear baby’s eyes. 
He has sent this great trouble upon us for some very, 
very good reason. I think he means to teach us some 
lessons we could learn only in this sad way. Shall we 
try to find out what they are? I can see some of them 
already. My little Jessy will be very helpless, and need 
some one always near to take careof her. Her four little 
brothers will be her guardians, her defenders, her guides. 
They must be brave and faithful, unselfish, and very 
patient. They must be gentle to her, and loving among 
themselves. Even now a loud, angry word startles the 
baby, makes her little lip tremble, and a frightened look 
come on her dear face. She cannot see the cross, fretful, 
naughty look on the brothers’ faces ; but she can hear the 
loud, or whining, complaining, or angry tones, and she 
is afraid. So let my boys learn to be loving and affec- 
tionate while near the baby, and soon it will be easy 
when out of her hearing. The little quarrels, which 
make mamma so sorry now, will never come then, and 
so one great, beautiful lesson will be learned for Baby 
Jessy. Sometimes, now, a selfish habit shows itself 
among my little men. Roger wants to play his favorite 
game; Jamie and Fred and Will want theirs, and neither 
likes to give up. But all will be glad to yield to baby,— 
to play her little simple plays, to bring the smile on her 
dear face, and keep’ the tears out of those eyes which 
never see; and so the brothers will learn another lesson, 
and be always unselfish. And they must be brave. I 
have known a little boy run frightened into the house 
because a poor ragged man was going by [Fred crept 
behind the chair], and I have seen another boy afraid to 
go up-stairs alone in the bright daytime [here little Will 
laid his face down on mamma’s lap, and hid it there]. 
But brothers who have a little blind sister to guard, must 
learn to be brave, like soldiers. And oh, how patient 
they must be! They must show the baby how to walk, 
how to feel her way about the room, how to play with 
the dollies she cannot see, and build the block houses, 
so apt to tumble down. If she fail again and again,—if 
she make many and many mistakes, her kind brothers 
could never, never be impatient or vexed with their 
little sister; and there is another sweet lesson learned, of 
patience. And they will learn, too, from this dear little 
teacher, to be always truthful, and to hate what is false. 
It would beso easy to deceive our little blind girl, but oh, 
how cruel! Her manly, honest ‘rothers would be 
ashamed to do it. They will watch every word, for fear 
they may make a mistake; they will try to be eyes for 
her, and tell her just exactly how things look, and what 
is happening, that she may always trust them, and never 
know that there is such a dreadful thing in the world as 
alie. Don’t cry, dear James; everything begins new 
to-day, and mamma knows she will never again hear 
from little lips a naughty falsehood. And now I have 
talked long enough. Baby sister’s eyes are fast shut, and 
my dear boys are tired. I will lay Jessy in her crib now, 
but, before I do it, you may each give her one soft little 
kiss, and that will be a promise too.” 

Four earnest, loving faces bent over the baby, and four 
light, soft little kisses touched her cheek. Again it rested 
on the pillow. 

Then mamma knelt with her boys, and asked God, for 
Jesus’ sake, to bless them all, and make them good, help- 
ful brothers to the baby-girl. My story must not be tog 
long, and I cannot tell you just how their lessons of pa- 
tience, gentleness, bravery, and unselfishness were learned. 
But I can tell you that the dear boys learned them all, 
and many others. Hot-tempered Roger learned to stop 
before he said the angry word or struck the wicked blow; 
James grew truthful and honest: Fred lost his foolish 
fears, and was brave, and rio longer cowardly; and Will 
grew generous and unselfish. Other faults weré con- | 
quered too. Playthings were never left in disorder on 
the floor now, for fear the little girl, who went about 
with groping, outstretched hands and cautious steps, 
might fall over them. All were eager now to learn to 
read well, that they might share their story-books with 
sister. Will had always had a silly fear of the dark- 
ness, and was nervous and frightened when the light was 
taken away; but after mamma once reminded him that 
baby was always in the dark, and yet not afraid, it 
seemed tou change everything, and he almost liked the 
darkness after that. 

And so they grew, a happy, peaceful little flock, and 
baby Jessy scarcely knew that she was blind, for the 
brothers saved her from all trouble or pain. They were 
eyesight to her; they were her brave, patient, thought- 
ful guardians,—manly, loving, true, and gentle. And 
many a time, as they grew older, they looked back to 
that sorrowful day when they learned, in “mamma’s 
room,” such beautiful lessons from the little child “set 
in the midst of them.” 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[First Quarter, 1886.] 

















1, January 3.—Josiah and the Book of the Law................. 2 Kings 22 : 1-13 
2, January 10.—Jeremiah Predicting the Captivity....Jer. 8 : 20-22; 9: 1-16 
3. January 17.—The Faithfal Rechabites.....................0ccc0c00cee0 Jer. 35 : 12-19 
4. January 2.—Captivity of Judah 2 Kings 25 : 1-12 
5. January 31.—Daniel in Babylon Daniel 1 : 8-21 
6. February 7.—The Fiery Furnace Daniel 3 : 16-28 
7. February 14.—The Handwriting on the Wall.. +«eDaniel 5 : 1-12, 25-28 
8. February 21.—The Second Temple................... Ezra 1:1-4; 3: 813 
9. February 28.—Nehemiah’s Prayer. .............c00-0cceeessneeeeesnsees Neh. 1: 1-11 
10, March 7.—Reading the LAW. ......ccccccssssscscscscessscerssccesesssessecones Neh. 8: 1-12 


ll, March 14.—Esther’s Petition........ 


12. March 21.—™M iah’s 





pnsesesesnpeoosn coe scone Esther 4 : 10-17; 5:1-3 





Mal. 3: 1-6; 4: 1-6 


13. March 28.—Review ; or, Missionary, ‘Temperance, or other lesson se- 


lected by the school. 





LESSON XII, SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 1886. 
TitLE : MESSIAH’S MESSENGER. 
LESSON TEXT. 


(Mal. 3: 1- 


COMMON VERSION. 

1. Behold, I will send my mes- 
senger, and he shall prepare the 
way before me: and the Lord, 
whom ye seek, shall suddenly 
come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom 
ye delight in: behold, he shall 
come, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

2. But who may abide the day 
of his coming? and who shall 
stand when he appeareth? for 
he is like a refiner’s fire, and like 
fullers’ soap : 

8. And he shall sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver: and he 
shall purify the sons of Lé’vi, and 
purge them as gold and silver, 
that they may offer unto the 
Lorp an offering in righteousness. 

4. Then shall the offering of Ji/- 
dah and Je-ru’sa-lém be pleasant 
unto the Lorp, asin the days of 
old, and as in former years. 

5. And I will come near to you 
to judgment; and I will be a 
swift witness against the sorcer- 
ers, and against the adulterers, 
and against false swearers, and 
against those that oppress the 
hireling in his wages, the widow, 
and the fatherless, and that turn 
aside the stranger from his right, 
and fear not me, saith the Lorp 
of hosts. 

6. For I am the Lorp, I change 
not ;. therefore ye sons of Ja’cob 
are not consumed. 

* 1. For, behold, the day cometh, 
that shall burn as an oven; and 
all the proud, yea, and all that 
do wickedly, shall be stubble : 
and the day that cometh shall 
burn them up, saith the Lorp 
of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch. 

2. But unto you that fear my 
name shall the Sun of righteous- 
ness arise with healing in his 
wings ; and ye shall go forth, and 
grow up as calves of the stall. 

8. And ye shall tread down the 
wicked ; for they shall be ashes 
upder the soles of your feet in 
the day that I shall do this, saith 
the Lorp of hosts. 

4, Remember ye the lawof M6’- 
ses my servant, which I com- 
manded unto him in H6’reb for 
all Is’ra-el, with the statutes and 
judgments. 

5. Behold, I will send you E-1i’- 
jah the prophet before the com- 
ing of the great and dreadful day 
of the Lorp: 

6. And he shall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to 
their fathers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse. 





6; 4: 1-6.) 
REVISED VERSION. 


1 Behold, I send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way 
before me: and the Lord, 
whom ye seek, shall suddenly 
come to his temple; ‘and the 
2messenger of the covenant, 
whom ye delight in, behold, 
he cometh, saith the Lorp of 

2 hosts. But who may abide 
the day of his coming? and 
who shall stand when he 
appeareth? for he is like a 
refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ 

8 soap: and he shall sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he shall purify the sons of 
Levi, and purge them as gold 
and silver; and they shall 
offer unto the Lorp offerings 

4 in righteousness. Then shall 
the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem be pleasant unto 
the Lorp, as in the days of 
old, and as in ancient years. 

5 And I will come near to you 
to judgement; and I will bea 
swift witness against the sor- 
cerers, and against the adul- 
terers, and against false swear- 
ers; and against those that 
oppress the hireling in his 
wages, the widow, and the 
fatherless, and that turn aside 
the stranger from his right, and 
fear not me, saith the Lorp of 
hosts. For I the Lorp change 
not ; therefore ye, O sons of Ja- 
cob, are not consumed. 


a 


1 *For, behold, the day cometh, 
it burneth as a furnace; and 
all the proud, and all that 
work wickedness, shall be 
stubble: and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, 
saith the Lorp of hosts, that 
it shall leave them neither 

2 root nor branch. But unto 
you that fear my name shall 
the sun of righteousness arise 
with healing in his wings; 
and ye shall go forth, and 
gambol as calves of the stall. 

8 And ye shall tread down the 
wicked ; for they shall be 
ashes under the soles of your 
feet in the day that I *do make, 
saith the Lorp of hosts. 

4 Remember ye the law of 
Moses my servant, which I 
commanded unto him in Ho- 
reb for all Israel, even statutes 

5 and judgements. Behold, I 
will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the great and 
terrible day of the Lorp come. 

6 And he shall turn the heart 
of the fathers ¢to the children, 
and the heart of the children 
‘to their fathers; lest I come 
and smite the Seartli with a 








® curse, 


10r, even 2Or, angel 8Or,dothis 4Or, with 5Or, land ¢Or, dan 


*([Ch. iti. 19 in Heb.] 


The American Committee would substitute the evinyeame “Jehovah” 
for “the Lorp” (so printed) wherever it occurs; and, in chapter 3, verse 
5, and in chapter 4, verse 5, ‘ judgments” for “ judgements.” 





LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER : Light for God’s Followers. 


GoLtpEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER : He that followeth me 
shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life 


(John 8 : 12). 


Lesson TOoPIc : Light from the Sun of Righteousness. 
1. The Herald of Dawn, v. 1. Y 
Lesson OUTLINE : {2 The Exposures of Daylight, vs. 2-6, 1. 
3. The Comforts of Sunshine, vs. 2-6. 
Gotpen Text: Behold, I will send my messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before me.—Mal. 3: 1. 


re, 
a 


Dairy Home READINGS: 


M.—Mal.3:1-6; 4:16. Light from the Sun of Righteousness, 
T.—Mal.1:1-14. Dark days in Israel. 

¥’ —Mal.2:1-17. Dark days in Israel. 
T.—Mal. 3: 7-18. The dawning of day. 
F,—John 1:1-18. The Sun of Righteousness. 
$.—JohnT: 19-34. The hevald’s tasimony, 
$.—John 1: 35-51.. The testimony accepted. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. THE HERALD OF DAWN, 


1. The Herald’s Coming: 
Behold, I send my messenger (1). 


Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet (Mal. 4 : 5). 
I send my messenger before r (hark 12 ( _ 11 : 10). 
Behold, I send my messenger (Mark 1 : 


He shall go before his face (Luke 1 : in 
Thou shalt go before the face of the Lord (Luke 1 :,76). 


ll. The Herald’s Work: 
He shall prepare the way before me (1). 
a ye in the wilderness the way of me ia (Isa. 40 : 8). 
e ye ready the way of the Lord (M: iMatt 
My messenger, . re pun. d poe oh a ad thy pH, matt. 11 : 10). 


He shall go for the Lord a le (Luke 1: 17). 
Make straight the’ way rot the wpe (John 1: a ‘ 


i. The Herald’s King: 
The Lord, whom ye seek, shall . . . come (1). 


The shopire shall not depart, ... Until Shiloh o— 2 (905; 49 : 10). 
There shall come forth a shoot out of . . Jesse (I 

Behold, thy salvation cometh (Isa, 62 : 1i). . 

Until he come whose right it is (Ezek. ‘OL: 27). 

Bl is he that cometh in the name of the Lord (Matt. 21 : 9). 

1. ‘The Lord, whom ye seek.’’ Men are a: various things 
in this world. Some are seeking for wealth, some for Bn pr! 
some for pleasure, some for fame, and some are seeking the Lord 
and his righteousness. They who seek wealth, power, pleasure, 

® fame, may or ae a orca | in their hg 7 t ww ~no seek the 
Lerd will surel ‘ im, roe , With him, life 

2. Py i are wre, Po come. ve sends his por boi m., prepare 

his way bef and yet aiathen the Lord himself comes, his 
coming peqme wpe tow § sudden. Watch and pray lest in some 
unex’ hour he come, and find you unpre tomeet him. 

3. “To temple.’’ Where else should the "hoe go than to the 
place where he had appointed to meet his le, and where his 
people were wont to assemble to meet him he place of God’s 
appointing is the place where we may always expect to find God. 


II, THE EXPOSURES OF DAYLIGHT, 

|, A Time of Searching ; 

He is like a refiner’s fire (2). 
Thou hast tried us, as silver is tried >. 66 : 10 4 
I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction ( = 48 : 10). 
I... will refine them as silver is refined (Zech. it 
The chaff he will burn vp with aie nenebable fare (Matt. 3 : 12), 
Your faith . . . is proved by fire (1 Pet. 1: 
ll. A Time of Purification : 

He shall purify the sons of Levi (3). 
Fe? aia t purified themselves from sin fee es, ‘: 21). 


horoughly purge ever, th: 
The Lord shall —.. pu e bod (as (sad 4; yy 


Cleansing their hearts by faith ‘Acts 15: 
Seeing ye have purified your souls (1 Pet. 4 : 22). 
il. A Time of Judgment : 
Behold, the day cometh, it burneth as a furnace (1). 
Behold, the whey A f the Lord ¢ cometh, Pak wrath (Isa. 13 : 9). 


)- 


The great an ble day of the Lord (Joel 2:31). 
The day of the Lord is near (Joel 3 

Reserv st the day of tdgement e Pet. 3 : 7). 
The judgement r, the great day (Jude 6 


1. ‘‘Who shall stand when he ade Te Not the man who 
thinks that he is too to need a Saviour, not the man who 
prides himself on never having done anything that calls for 
repentance, not the man whois moral after the — ym standard, 
and nothing more ;—but sinners, the least and the greatest, who 
have taken the Lord for their Saviour, and who meet him as 
their Redeemer. er shall stand when all others fall. 

2. “I will be a swift wi . those that oppress.” The 
Lord is the Se aan na but he is-also the Vindicator. No wrong 

will unnoticed in the day of his coming. He who thinks 

that he is safe because no earthly eye saw the evil which he did, 

will find himself confronted by the swift testimony of the Om: 

niscient witness. Before that testimony denial will be in vain. 

“TI the Lord change not’’ In a world where all change, there 

is One changeless. Would we be safe amid all changes? We 

need only hold fast to him who is changeless. 


a 


Ill. THE COMFORTS OF SUNSHINE. 


|. The Rising Sun: 
Unto you ... shall the sun of righteousness arise (2). 


There shall come forth a star out of Jacob (Num. 24 : 17). 
The dayspring from on high shall visit us (Luke 1 : 78). 
2 gh . Christ . . . should not dawn boggy them (2 Cor. 4 : 4). 
he Lord God shall give them light (Rev. 22 : 5). 
T am... the bright, the morning star Rev 22: 16). 
i. The Genial Sunshine: 
With healing in his wings (2). 
I am the Lord that healeth thee (Exod. 15 : 26). 
He healeth the broken in heart ( 147 : 3). 
Jesus went about . be pes: all sianner of disease (Matt. 4 : 28). 
Them that had need of heal ng he “we (Luke 9 : 11). 
Jesus Christ healeth thee (Acts 9 : 


ill. The Renewed Heart: 
He shall turn the heart of the fathers... of the children (6). 
I will give them one heart and one he 4 (Jer. 32 ate 
I will take the stony heart out of thelr hi heh Ezek. i 
Make you a new heart and a new sp’ 
Circumcision is that of the heart Cems 229). 
God . . . shined in our hearts (2 Cor. 4:6). 


1. ‘Unto you that fear my name.’’ God’s promises are all to a 

cular class. When the sky is Soesaions for others, the 

promises e brightest for those who are God’s own. "Those 
who fear God now will have no reason to fear God Dansatier. 

2. “‘Remember.”” Ay, remember; for human a weak 

thing, and is apt to forget the things which it ought 4d, somely 

to remember. Remember God; remember Christ ; remember 


judgment. 

3. t Lest I come and smite.” God takes no —: in waiting ; ; he 
finds no pleasure in the death of the wicked. Ere God smites he 
sends his Elijahs to bapa men’s hearts to him ; and not “until 
the rebel has refused all offers of pardon pB the blow fall which 
grace had delayed so long. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


THE SUN. 
1. Descriptions of the Sun: 
Created by God (Gen. 1:16; Psa. 74 : 1 
Located b' Be Bod (Sen, 1:17; Psa. 148: 
great 136 : 8; Jer, 31 3 85). 
A great divider (Gen. 1: 16, 18). 
A universal benefactor (Matt. 5 : 45). 


2. Effects of the Sun: 


A er (Psa. 





= inspi Eccl. 1 
ret YA fruit | (bett, 88 $ Pr 
% peed God (Psa. 148 3; 19:1), 


heats the earth (Psa. 19:6; Jas. 1 : 11). 
calls to toil (Gen. 19 : 28; 9 : 33). 


: 11; Mark I : 82). 


dor (isa. 60: 19, 20: Rev. 22: 5). 





; LBSSON~STRROUNDINGS, 


Malachi, the last of the Old “Testanient literary prophets, 
was a contemporary of Nehemiah. The temple had been re- 
built, and the services re-established, when this prophet 
began to teach. His message was to a nation which still 
maintained the outward observances of religion ; but the ani- 
mating spirit had been allowed gradually to die out. The 
service of Jehovah had become a burden to the people, and 
the ministrations of the priests were defiled by hollowness 
and insincerity. The outward surroundings of the prophet 
when he delivered his message can best be understood by 


| reading the thirteenth chapter of Nehemiah, which forms a 


striking commentary on the prophecy. 

The prophecy opens with a contrast between the Lord’s 
goodness to Israel and Israel’s ingratitude to God. Priest. 
and people alike offered insincere service; and the fire on 
God’s altar became an offense to him because of this insincer-- 
ity. With the decline of religion, morality had also declined :: 
the priests had turned out of the way, and had corrupted the: 
covenant of Levi. 

It is to be noted that the early part of Malachi’s prophecy- 
is directed chiefly against the priests. The burden of it, in-- 
deed, is the inadequacy of the priesthood as it existed. This is: 
significant: it seems a distinct preparation for the second part: 
of the prophecy—the startling announcement that the Lord! 
should suddenly come to his temple. The insuffieiency of. 
earthly priest and of earthly sacrifice had been proved. Now 
the Christ was to come to be himself the Sacrifice and the 
Priest of the new dispensation. 





CRITICAL: NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 1.—This is a response to the question at the end of 
the preceding chapter. Dissatisfied that the heathen were 
exalted and prosperous, while they were depressed, they said, 
Where is the God of judgment? The God whose coming 
to execute judgment they demand, will surely come. Behold, 
I will send my messenger: This is in allusion to monarchs, who 
send a herald in advance to announce their approach. So the 
personal advent of the Lord amongst men would be preceded 
by a messenger,—not an angel, but a human forerunner, who 
is distinctly identified by the evangelists (Mark 1:2; Luke 
1: 76), and by our Lord himself (Matt. 11 : 10; Luke 7: 27),. 
with John the Baptist. - The name of the prophet Malachi 
means “ My messenger,” and he and all the prophets were: 
messengers of God. So were the priests (Mal. 2:7). So are: 
all ministers of religion, and, indeed, all who undertake, in: 
whatever capacity, to instruct others in the will of God. They 
are, in:their particular sphere, messengers of God, sent to» 
preparé the way before him.—And he shall prepare the way be-- 
fore me: The expression properly means to clear the road by: 
the removal of obstructions. The language is borrowed from 
Isaiah 40 : 3, a passage quoted by all the evangelists, with the 
same application (Matt. 3:3; Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4; Johm 
1: 23), and refers to the removal of moral hindrances, andi 
the spiritual preparation made for the advent by the preach- 
ing of repentance—And the Lord: This word is not printed 
in capitals because it does not stand for Jehovah, but is the 
common term for master, here applied to him who is the 
supreme and absolute Sovereign. That adivine Lord is in- 
tended, appears both from what precedes “before me,” and 
from what follows, whom ye seek, that is, the God of judg- 
ment, whose coming you have demanded (Mal. 2: 17), as well 
as from the next clause, shall suddenly come to his temple. He 
is the Lord, therefore, of the temple; and when the proper 
time arrives, he shall suddenly make his appearance in it, 
taking beholders at unawares. Judgment must begin at the 
house of God (1 Peter 4:17; Matt. 21 : 12)—Even the mes-. 
senger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: This is not the mes-. 
senger before spoken of, who was only the forerunner, but is: 
evidently identified with the Lord himself. He is here called: 
the messenger, or angel, of the covenant, as in Isaiah 63 : 9,. 
the angel of God’s presence, and in repeated passages the 
angel of Jehovah (Exod. 3: 2; comp. Gen. 48 : 16), who is 
the messenger of Jehovah, and at the same time identical 
with Jehovah himself. The covenant is that established be- 
tween Jehovah and his people, in accordance with whose 
stipulations, as well as with the view of maintaining it in its 
integrity, this messenger is sent.— Behold, he shall come (Rev., 

”): The certainty of his coming is once more 
affirmed on the authority of the Lord of hosts. 

Verse 2.—His coming, however, will be of a very different 
nature from that which they suppose. _ Its object is not to ex- 
alt the Jews above the Gentiles, to shower rich temporal 
blessings upon the nominal people of God, and inflict a severe 





doom on all other nations. He comes to institute a strict 
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scrutiny into the character of his professing people them- 
selves which they are utterly unprepared to bear. Who may 
abide.the day of his coming? Who can endure the rigid test 
which he shall apply? Descent from Abraham will avail 
nothing (Matt. 3: 7-10); punctilious observance of the cere- 
monial Jaw will avail nothing (Matt. 23 ; 23); butonly hearty 
obedience to the will of God (Matt. 7: 24-27; John 12: 
44-48).—He is like a refiner’s fire: Which purifies the metal 
by separating it from the dross—And like fuller’s soap: Which 
cleansts garments by washing out and removing all dirt and 
stains. Thus Messiah shall refine and cleanse his people by 
the remé?ni -f_unworthy members. The unbelieving Jews, 
who refused to receive him in his true cheracter, ceased to be 
numbered among. his true people (Matt. 21:43; Rom. 11: 
20), and their state and city were given over to destruction 
(Luke 19: 41-44). He refines them also by the discipline of 

. his providence, and by the means of grace, thus cleansing 
them from sin (John 15: 2;.17: 17; Eph. 5: 26, 27). 

Verse 3.—He has been likened to the refiner’s fire, he is 
now. likened to the refiner himself, purifying the precious 
metals. He deals, in this character, not only with the people 
at large, but in a very special manner with the sons of Levi. 
Since they are spoken of as offering sacrifices, it is plain that 
the priests are meant, whose sins and unfaithfulness have been 
before rebuked (Mal. 1:6; 2:1, 2,7,8). Their want of 
fidelity in their sacred office was a great source of the prevail- 
ing corruption. Inasmuch as in the book of Deuteronomy the 
priests are commonly spoken of as the priests the Levites (Deut. 
18 : 1), and are not called “sons of Aaron,” as in Leviticus (for 
example, Lev. 8 : 2), some critics have inferred that, according 
to that book, any Levite might act as a priest, and that the re- 
striction of the priesthood to the sons of Aaron belongs to a 
later period. The same thing might, with as much propriety, 
be said of the book of Malachi. And yet the critics are 
themselves compelled to acknowledge that all Levites were 
not priests in the time of Malachi. 

Verse 4.—Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be 
pleasant unto the Lord: When both priests and people are 
purified by. his providence and his grace, their worship shall 
be acceptable to him. The familiar terms of the old dispen- 
sation are here used to denote the objects e# the new. The 

’ people of God are here called Judah, and they are spoken of 
as presenting offerings as under the Mosaic law, although after 
Messiah came his church was composed of Gentiles as well as 
Jews, and the Mosaic ritual was superseded by a more spirit- 
ual form of service— As in the days of old, and as in former 
(Rev., “ancient ”) years: The reference is to the piety of the 
days of Joshua (Josh. 24 : 31), or the early years of Solomon 
(1 Kings 9 : 2-4; Jer. 2: 2, 3). 

Verse 5.—By his righteous judgment they should be pun- 
ished for their various offenses, some of which are here enu- 
merated. I will be a swift witness against : God, who has beheld 
their crimes, will bear his testimony against them by thegpen- 
alties which he will inflict—Sorcerers: Those who practice 
occult arts, and pretend to pry into the future, or ascertain 
the will of God by unauthorized and forbidden methods 
(Deut. 18 : 9-12).—Oppress the hireling in his wages (comp. 
Lev. 19:13; Deut. 24: 14,15). Injury or fraud practiced 
upon the helpless and defenseless, such as the widow, the father- 
less, and the stranger is particularly offensive in the sight of 
God (Exod. 22: 21, 22; Deut. 10: 18,19; 24: 17).—And 
fear not me: They who were guilty of these transgressions 
thereby showed that they had no true piety or fear of God. 

Verse 6.—I am the Lord: God’s name Jehovah denotes 
his self-existence. All existence is derived from him, and 
dependent upon’him. Nothing consequently can obstruct his 
purpose, or divert him from it. He therefore changes not. 
And it is by reason of the immutability of his purpose of love 
and grace that his people are never suffered to perish (Matt. 
16: 18; John 10: 28). 

Chapter 4, verse 1—The prophets do not distinguish be- 
tween Christ’s first and his second coming. In speaking of 
his kingdom, they pass at once from his lowly advent to the 
universality of his reign and his final triumph (for example, 
Tsa. 11; Zech. 9:9, 10). So Malachi links that work of 
judgment which Christ exercised in his earthly ministry, and 
by his word and providence, with his final work of judgment 
upon all mankind in the last great day (Matt. 25: 31 ff.; John 
5 : 27-29). We accordingly find in this chapter mingled refer- 
ence to the retributions of time and to those of eternity,—to 
the judgment of individuals, of nations, and of the world at 
large. For, behold, the day cometh: This is intended to con- 
firm what immediately precedes in the last verse of the pre- 
vious chapter. 
shall be made between the righteous and the wicked, however 
they may be indistinguishably blended in human society at 
present; in proof of which the prophet here points to the 
day when this. severance shall be made.—The day: A fixed 

_ and definite period, not of twenty-four hours; but the time of 
its occurrence and its duration are unknown alike to men and 
angels (Mark 13 : 32), though certainly fixed in the divine 
counsels. It is commonly called in the prophets the day of 

‘the’ Lord (Mal. 4:5; Isa. 13:9; Jer.46:10; Joel 1: 15; 
Zeph. 1 : 14, 15), because it is a time in which the Lord shall 
manifest himself in his attributes both of grace and justice, 
for the salvation of his true people and the punishment of 
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It is there declared that a clear distinction 





the ungodly. In the New Testament it is spoken of as the 
day of judgment (Matt. 10 : 15 ; 12: 86; 2 Peter 3: 7; 1 John 
4: 17).—Cometh: The verb is in the present, not in the future, 
tense,—not “shall come” some time hereafter, but is coming 
now; and the word “behold” points to it as though the signs 
of its approach were already visible. It is uniformly spoken 
of as “at hand,” both in the Old Testament (Isa. 13: 6; Joel 
3:14; Obad., v. 15) and in the New (Matt. 24: 33; Phil. 4: 
5; 1 Peter 4:7). It is always in the Scriptures represented 
as imminent, for two reasons: 1. Because Christ’s final com- 
ing will be sudden and unexpected (Matt. 24 : 37-39: Luke 
21 : 35; 1 Thess, 5 : 2, 3), and men should, therefore, be in a 
state of constant readiness for it (Matt. 25:13; Mark 13: 
33-37). 2. His coming to judgment is by no means entirely 
postponed to the end of the world. There are numberless 
particular acts of judgment upon individuals and nations 
prior to the final and universal judgment. And these are 
liable to occur at any time, wherever there is an occasion for 
divine intervention. Our Lord tells us (Matt. 24: 28): 
“Wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles be gath- 
ered together ;” that is, as the carrion attracts birds of prey, 
so sin is sure to be followed by divine retribution. God’s 
attribute of righteousness never slumbers; he has infinite 
forbearance and long-suffering, and yet sin unpardoned and 
unatoned for is liable at any moment to receive its just desert. 
—That shall burn as an oven: This verb, like the preceding, is 
in the present tense, and is therefore properly rendered in 
the Revision, “it burneth as a furnace.” The figure is taken 
from the consuming, all-devouring power of intensely glow- 
ing flames, which melt the hardest substances, and which 
nothing can successfully resist (Matt. 3:12; Deut. 32: 22; 
Isa. 33: 14). So the righteous judgment of God will utterly 
and inexorably destroy the finally impenitent; and no might 
or combination can escape or oppose it (Prov. 11 : 21).—AUu 
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble : Notwith- 
standing their seeming and temporary prosperity (Mal. 3: 15), 
they are reserved for a certain and terrible doom. The 
“proud” are not only those who are self-inflated, haughty, 
and overbearing in their dealings with their fellow-men, but 
the -word is used also of deliberate, high-handed, defiant 
transgressions of the law of God, and is sometimes translated 
“presumptuous” (Exod. 21: 14; Deut. 17:12; Psa. 19: 13). 
They are compared to stubble, which is easily and quickly 
burned, and was even used as a fuel for heating ovens (Matt. 
6 : 30).—Jt shall leave them neither root nor branch: The figure 
is taken from vegetable products, as shrubs or trees, and de- 
notes total destruction, with no surviving remnant. This can- 
not be pleaded in proof of the annihilation of the wicked. 
Figurative expressions are never to be interpreted contrary to 
the plain, literal, and express statements of Scripture else- 
where; and our Lord distinctly declares (Matt. 25 : 46) that 
the punishment of the wicked is to be everlasting. Consump- 
tion by fire represents the resistless and terrible energy of 
God’s retributive justice. The perdition of the ungodly is 
utter and hopeless, and no vestige of their presence shall be 
left in the society of the godly. 

Verse 2.—But unto you that fear my name: To the truly 
pious, this day shall have a totally different aspect; to them 
it shall bring salvation and joy.—Shall the Sun of righteousness 
arise: Its fit emblem is no longer the burning furnace, but the 
rising sun. To them the day of judgment is ushered in by 
the rising of the Sun of Righteousness. It isaday for the dis- 
play of the divine righteousness, which shall vindicate them 
and redress their wrongs, and assign to them that everlasting 
reward which is due to those who by faith in Christ are 
clothed with his meritorious obedience (2 Thess. 1 : 6,7; Rom. 
2:6,7; 2 Tim. 4:8). God’s righteousness may itself be the 
sun which shall arise, or the personal appearing of the Mes- 
siah may be referred to, who is to the spiritual and moral 
world what the orb of day is to the material world.— With 
healing in his wings: Beams or rays of light are sometimes 
poetically represented as horns (Hab. 3: 4); here, as wings 
outstretched from the rising sun, and perhaps suggesting, in 
addition to the idea of brightness and radiant power, that of 
shelter and protection (Ruth 2 : 12; Psa.91 : 4; Matt. 23:37). 
As life, refreshment, and healing comes from the rays of the 
sun, so the cure of every disorder and hurt, saving help for 
every sorrow and distress from the appearing of the Son of 
God, whether he comes for the deliverance of his true ser- 
vants in his earthly providence, at their death, when he takes 
them individually home to glory, or at the resurrection and 
final judgment when the salvation of the entire body of the 
redeemed skall be made complete.—And ye shall go forth, and 
grow up as calves of the stall: For “grow up” the Revision has 
“gambol,” which is the proper meaning of the word. The 
sportive movements of young animals are used to describe 
their happy estate,—free from all suffering, sorrow, and care, 
free from every burden and restraint, with an exuberant joy 
that could not be repressed. Calves of the stall are those 
which are sheltered and fed in the stall or stable. 

Verse 3.—Now, the wicked are often triumphant and the 
righteous are depressed ; but then this state of things, which 
a holy God cannot permit to last forever, shall be reversed. 
Righteousness shall be in the ascendant, and vice and crime 
shall be trampled in the dust. In the day that I shall do this: 
Orit may be rendered as in the Revision, “day that I do 





make” (comp. Psa. 118: 24;. that is, the blessed and joyful 
period which I am bringing about). 

Verse 4.—The prospect of this coming judgment leads to 
an admonition of present duty. If these things be so, then 
pay diligent heed to all God’s commands. Remember ye the 
‘law of Moses: Bear its precepts continually in mind in order 
that you may obey them (2 Pet. 3: 11, 14; 1 Cor. 7 : 29-31). 
If there was any truth in the critical hypothesis that the Pen- 
tateuch was written by Ezra, how absurd it would be for 
Malachi, who as a contemporary must have known all about 
its recent origin, to speak of it as he does in this verse !— 
Statutes and judgments (comp. Deut. 5: 1,2): “Judgment” is 
properly a sentence or judicial decision; it is then applied to 
ordinances in accordance with which decisions are rendered. 

Verse 5.—Elijah the prophet: Not the personal reappear- 
ance of the prophet, in which sense John the Baptist denied 
that he was Elias (John 1:21); but as the promise that 
David shall be a shepherd and prince over the people (Ezek. 
34 : 23, 24) means that they shall be ruled by one like David, 
so this is a prediction of one in the spirit and power of Elijah 
(Luke 1:17), the same as the messenger (Mal. 3:1), and 
who is expressly explained in the New Testament to be Jehn 
the Baptist, as the forerunner of our Lord (Matt. 11:14; 
17 : 10-18).—The great and dreadful day of the Lord: The 
Messiah is by this prophet contemplated chiefly as a judge, 
the day of the Lord is regarded as beginning with his first 
advent, since his work of judgment really began then, and is 
carried forward through its various phases and successive 
steps, until its final consummation is reached in the awful 
terrors of the last great day. Moses and Elijah, who are here — 
joined together in contiguous verses, as representing severally 
the Law and the Prophets, which testified alike of Christ’s 
advent and sufferings, appeared in glory with the Redeemer 
on the mount of transfiguration (Luke 9 : 30, 31), bearing to 
him the homage and the witness of the Old Testament, in 
which they are the most prominent figures. It is after them 
that the description of the two witnesses of the book of the 
Revelation (Rev. 11:3) is evidently modeled (see vs. 5, 6), 
which has led some to the opinion that this prophecy of 
Malachi is to have an additional fulfillment prior to Christ’s 
second advent. 

Verse 6.—He shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their fathers: This is by some 
understood to mean he shall reconcile domestic strifes and 
discords by uniting those that are at variance ; others, as the 
margin of the Revision, substitute “with” for “to” in both 
clauses, and thus obtain the sense that he shall be instrumen- 
tal in turning the hearts of all, both parents and children, 
back to God. It seems more probable, however, that “fathers” 
here denotes their pious ancestors, the patriarchs Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and the generations which were faithful in 
God’s service. Their degenerate children had departed from 
the ways of holy obedience in which their fathers had walked. 
And thus an alienation and estrangement had arisen. The 
hearts of the fathers could only be brought back to the chil- 
dren by the latter being restored to those paths of piety in 
which their fathers had delighted. And the heart of the 
children would be brought batk to their fathers when the 
former were conformed in character and life to the latter. 
And thus the verse seems to be expounded in the paraphrase 
given of it in Luke 1: 17.— With a curse: The word denotes 
an irreversible vow, devoting its object to utter destruction. 
This was the sentence under which by immediate divine 
command the Canaanites were placed (Deut. 7 : 2). 





JOHN AND JESUS. 


BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D., LL.D. 


In the year 1881, the classes went three times over the story 
of John the Baptist, when the lessons were chosen from the 
New Testament. It will be found useful to refer to the old 
notes upon the present selection; for it came up then asa 
quotation in one of the Gospels. As the title and the golden 
text to-day both seem to refer to John, it is likely that 
the intention was to introduce his official work again; 
it will be well, however, to spend some little time on the 
other verses. 

I. In resuming the consideration of this passage, standing 
alone upon the very edge of the Old Testament, and yet 
kindled up by a dawn-light shining from the New, it is 
hardly necessary to argue for the identification of John the 
Baptist as the Elijah who was to be sent before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the Lord ; for our Saviour him- 
self said all that was needful to make this clear (Matt. 11: 
14). We might just consider the picture of his life and its 
lessons. 

1. We say his picture, for there is no biography in the 
New Testament more romantic and picturesque than his. 
There is a glamour of poetic weirdness, mystery, pathos, all 
in one, upon which the artists of many ages have loved to 
dwell. It cannot be denied that this “ Messiah’s messenger” 
made his mark in the world’s history. Sacred and legendary 
art has dealt conspicuously with him, along the lapse of 
these eighteen hundred years. We are told that no more 
striking or commanding figure faces us in the highest gal- 
leries of painting beyond the ocean; his has been the form 
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that the masters Icved the most and treated the oftenest. 
What is the notion that the world has of this man? 

In most early devotional effigies, and especially in his 
characters of messenger and forerunner, of preacher and 
witness, of baptizer and martyr, the personal appearance of 
this wilderness prophet varies little. He is a tall, meagre 
figure, sunburned and haggard, as one wasted with vigils and 
fasting and desert life, his hair and beard roughly disheveled, 
and (in the Greek pictures) with black elf-locks literally 
standing on end. He is covered only with a leathern girdle, 
with his limbs and chest exposed—the hand uplifted to warn 
or to testify. He is generally represented standing, holding 
the baptismal cup or the reed cross, his mouth half open, his 
eye dilated and inspired. Oftenest he holds a scroll on which 
is inscribed, Vox clamantis in deserto, or, added by some 
artists more frequently still, Heee Agnus Dei. Such has al- 
ways been the world’s highest cof®eption of this strange being. 

2. But now, what were the lessons which this life left be- 
hind it for the world to learn? What he said to that gen- 
eration, he says just the same to this of ours. What he says 
to the generation, he says directly to each man, woman, and 
child in it. There were two things especially which he 
left vibrating in the air. John the Baptist was no reed 
shaken by the wind; the wind was shaken by the reed, and 
grew agitated and tremulous. Why! it is marvelous to think 
what just a voice can do to make the world tremble or re- 
joice! That haggard preacher by the Jordan said in his 
trenchant way only two things; what were they ? 

The first was this: “ Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” That shook the earth; men listened; why do 
not men listen now ? 

The next thing John said was this: “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world!” And then he 
pointed, with his finger quivering passionately in his eager- 
ness,—pointed straight to Jesus Christ, who was at the 
moment moving along the bank of the stream. After that he 
decreased, Christ increased ; the voice now is Christ’s, 

Il. We are not surprised, therefore, that this final fragment 
of the Old Testament revelation turns, with infinite grace and 
directness of utterance, from Messiah’s messenger to the Mes- 
siah himself. A comprehensive and swift presentation of a few 
characteristic offices that Christ is to exercise when he comes, 
is here made, and then this voice from heaven is solemnly 
silent for the space of four hundred years. A personage 
called the “ messenger of the covenant” is announced, and 
now it is Jesus, the son of Mary, of whom the prophet is 
speaking. 

1. He is to be a refiner. The figure is exceedingly imagi- 
native and familiar, As a silversmith sits beside the cruci- 
ble, looking with careful gaze upon the molten metal before 
him, observant that it shall not be left too crude or unmelted, 
but still more cautious lest in the severity of the fire it shall 
be burned, and watching for that intense moment when his 
own face shall be reflected in the now glittering mass—so the 
Christ of God is pictured as sitting, and so he is to discrimi- 
nate and purify the children he chooses, until he can “ offer 
unto the Lord... in righteousness” those who “may abide the 
day of his coming.” 

2. He is to be a witness. What he discovers, he is after- 
ward to testify. So anywhere and everywhere the Messiah 
is to stand committed irrevocably against sin in the high 
and the low, against sin of every sort and every degree, 
against sin as the abominable thing God hates. 

3. He is to be a judge. There is now the announcement of 
a date somewhere in the distance, when all that do wickedly 
shall be as stubble burning in an oven. This is called “the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord.” Then those who fear 
God’s name shall tread down the wicked as ashes under the 

‘soles of their feet. There will be a quick reversal of present 
history and experience. The earth is full of injustice, and 
foul with crime; power is entrenched on the side of wrong. 
But in the day of the Lord, oppression shall end and truth 
shall triumph. 

4. He is to be a Sun of Righteousness. Very affecting 
seems now the address of Zacharias to his little boy in the 
Benedictus, when the old man bears this prophecy in mind, 
and says: “And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of 
the Most High,” then praises God for his tender mercy 
whereby “the dayspring from on high” had visited his 
people. 

The Sun of Righteousness gives light. We remember the 
ignorance that was hanging over all the world at the time 
when Christ really did come. Think how sad and groping 
we should be ourselves now, if we had to keep up the foolish 
custom as the Jews do, with the veil still over their minds; 
they are waiting yet for Elijah to arrive, they are looking 
still for the Messiah to come! When they bring their chil- 
dren before the priests, they place a seat, for the old prophet ; 
and open wide the door at Passover, hoping, hoping he will 
happen in! If one has a question that no one can answer, if 
goods are found and no owner comes to claim them, they say 
always, “ Put them by now until Elijah comes!” 

The Sun of Righteousness brings healing. He comes “ with 
healing in his wings.” Perhaps all the commentaries are 
correct in divesting this expression instantly of its poetry, 
and saying that wings symbolize beams or rays; but some of 





us have seen all over the East, from Egypt to Babylon, the 
figure of a globe with wings sculptured on either side of it— 
and this is the sign of Deity. The wings are the emblems of 
swiftness, of omnipresence, of beneficence, of strength. The 
Israelites have a saying like a proverb: “As the sun rises, 
infirmities decrease.” Jehovah-rophi is said to mean “The 
Lord that healeth.” 

The Sun of Righteousness discloses glory. For the noon- 
tide follows the dawn, and then there is “the perfect day.” 
Every morning, all over Judea, even to this time, there blows 
a sweet fresh wind at sunrise, which the natives call “the 
doctor ;” for it purifies the infected air, and clears away the 
mists; and then from the tops of the hills, oh, how far away 
one sees! It makes one think of the prophet’s promise: 
“Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall 
behold the land that is verv far off.” 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way 
before me (v. 1). The Lord does not need messengers, but we 
do. The Lord could make his own preparations, or could 
execute his will without any preparatory work; but he 
chooses to have the preparations made, and to employ men 
to make them, It is a great privilege to be a messenger of 
God; yet it is a privilege which God gives to every child 
of his. It is a great privilege to have a message from God 
inviting to a preparation in the line of his plans and pur- 
poses; and this also is the privilege of us each and all, 

The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come. Our seek- 
ing has, in one sense, no power with reference to the Lord’s 
coming; in another sense, it has all power. The Lord will 
come to those who do not seek him, just as surely as he will come 
to those who do; but to those who seek him, he will come as 
their Lord—watched for and now rejoiced in; but to those 
who do not seek -him he will come as a terror—from whom 
they shrink back appalled. This it is which can be our 
stimulus and our cheer as we seek after and watch for the 
Lord expectantly. 

Who shall stand when he appeareth? (v. 2.) Of one thing we 
may be sure, those who have watched for the Lord’s coming 
with love and longing will have no fear as to their welcome 
from him when finally he is here. Their confidence in their 
relation to him is not based on what they are, but on what he 
is. They have known him while he was yet away from them; 
and, knowing him, they have loved him. When they see him 
face to face, they will not love him any the less, and their love 
will cast out fear. “ Who shall stand when he appeareth ?” 
Every trusting servant of his who’ has stood in loving expec- 
tancy, watching for his coming, and faithful in service, during 
his absence. 

Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant 
wnto the Lord, as in the days of old (v. 4). There are those 
who think that the former days were better than these, and 
that all good is really in the past. They are mistaken as 
to the main point, although they commonly have some excep- 
tional items of the world’s experience on which to pivot a 
conviction. Of one thing the child of God may be sure ; the 
best things in God’s plans for him are still in the future, and 
if there was any good in the days of old which is now lacking 
to him, that also shall be restored, or shall be bettered, to him. 

I the Lord change not (v. 6). There is hardly an assurance 
in the Bible which has more of comfort in it than that decla- 
ration of God’s unchangeableness. Sometimes it seems as if 
everybody changed, as if no one were true. Those on whom 
we leaned, or to whom we looked up, or about whom we 
could not have a doubt, fail us by their changing—so con- 
trary to our hopes and our beliefs, Is there nothing certain? 
Is there none to be depended on? Then it is that the answer 
comes assuringly, “I the Lord change not.” Whoever else 
fails us, Jesus Christ—who is himself the Truth—is “the 
same yesterday and to-day, yea and forever.” His friendship 
—like himself—standeth sure. 

“Tt fortifies my soul to know 
That, though I perish, Truth is so; 
That, howsoe’er I stray and range, 
Whate’er I do, Thou dost not change. 
I steadier step when I recall 
That, if I slip, Thou dost not fall.”, 


The day cometh, it burneth as a furnace (v.1). A furnace 
is a great testing agency; it is destructive to that which is 
worthless, and it gives permanency to that which has real 
value. It is by the furnace fire that gold and silver, and that 
even iron and lead, are so separated from baser material that 
they have a permanent utility in the world. Aye, and even 
the worker in delicate porcelain, when he has shaped his 
clay into its graceful form, and has ornamented its surface 
with many-hued tracery, subjects his choicest work to the 
flames of the furnace, in order to make the graceful form a 
thing of stability, and to give permanency to the colors which 
might otherwise be brushed away in » moment, The furnace 
is an agency of ruin or of salvation, according to'the value of 
that on which its flames must play. He who has our highest 
interests at heart will be sure so to employ the furnace that it 





shall prove a blessing to his loved ones—both in its destruc- 
tive and in its preserving power. E 

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded 
unto him in Horeb for all Israel, even statutes and judgements 
(v.4). What an unscientific mode of speaking the Bible writers 
had! Here is Malachi talking about the “statutes and judg- 
ments” given by Moses, just as if it were Moses, and not Ezra, 
who was the author of that legislation. The old prophet 
seems to have had no fear of the higher critics before his eyes. 
Of course, it is riot to be supposed that he knew as much about 
this matter as modern scholars do; but it may be conceded 
that his way of speaking of the subject is a safe one for the 
average uninspired teacher to adopt. The Mosaic law may 
fairly be called the law of Moses—in spite of higher criticism. 

He shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the 
heart of the children to their fathers (v. 6). There is no well- 
grounded hope of a thorough and permanent reform until the 
hearts of the fathers are turned to the children; and when 
the hearts of the fathers are turned to the children, the hearts 
of the children will be pretty sure to be turned to the fathers. 
The religion of Christ is pre-eminent in the place it gives to 
the children. Children are put first—as an example and as 
a charge—in the teachings of the Master. He who would 
best show his love for Christ must be like a child, and must 
like children. And the child who would be Christ-like must 
turn his heart to those who represent Christ. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER. 


The International lesson system calculates to cover the 
whole Bible in seven years. We are now in the last year of 
our second seven years’ course. This lesson is the last one from 
the Old Testament. Next quarter, and indeed through the 
greater part of 1886, we go through the life of Christ as recorded 
in the Gospel of John. Very fittingly, therefore, this lesson 
looks towards the dawn of a brighter day for the world. We 
may thus use it as a preparatory lesson for all that are to 
follow this year. Looked at in this way, we find two marked 
things in the legson. 

1. A Promise.—Malachi promises that the messenger, the 
forerunner of the Messiah, shall come to prepare the way for 
him. This was just what Isaiah, years before, had said (see 
Isa. 40: 3). For the fulfillment of this promise we need only 
turn to the story of John the Baptist and his mission to recog- 
nize that in him the words of Malachi were fulfilled. But 
the promise of our lesson includes more than this. It refers 
to the Messiah himself. “The Lord” shall come suddenly 
into histemple. “Suddenly ;” that is, unexpectedly. This, 
too, was fulfilled in a most wonderful way; for the Jewish 
leaders were by no means expecting Jesus when hecame. ie 
came both suddenly and in a most unexpected manner, when 
Mary brought him in her arms to present him in the temple. 
He came again unexpectedly when, at twelve years of age, 
he was found there, hearing and asking questions. He came 
again most unexpectedly when, in later years, he appeared in 
the temple and purified its courts, driving out the money- 
changers, and those who bought and sold there. At each of 
these comings, none of the rulers were on the lookout for him. 
Their minds were far too full of worldly things to think of 
any such advent. They would not even trouble themselves 
to go six miles down to Bethlehem to see whether the babe 
that was called the King of the Jews was really the Messiah 
or not. So it came to pass that the Messiah who was the 
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy came, and they knew 
him not; he was among them, and they were not aware of it ; 
he forced himself upon their attention, and they rejected him 
and killed him. 

This prediction of the advent of Jesus makes us think natu- 
rally of those other predictions which have not yet been ful- 
filled. We read in many places in the New Testament that 
he will come again. Not only did Jesus affirm this, but the 
angels who spoke to the apostles after his ascension said the 
same thing. “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven” (Acts1:11), The apostles refer again 
and again in many places to this second coming of Jesus 
Christ. Now, the second coming of Jesus will be like the 
first in this respect, that it will be sudden and unexpected. 
For this reason Jesus bids all disciples watch. “‘ Watch there- 
fore;” he says, “for ye know neither the day uor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh.” 

In one respect, however, the second coming will differ 
widely from the first. The first advent was in humility and 
poverty, the second advent will be in majesty and glory. 
“The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God” 


(1 Thess. 4: 16). When he comes again, he will come to re- 


ward his followers and punish his enemies, Their day of 
triumph will then end, and his earthly triumph will begin. 
This very earth, that witnessed his shame eighteen hundred 
years ago, will witness his exaltation, and all his foes shall be 
ashamed and shall perish. 

2. A Warning,—Malachi says that the day of his coming 
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shall be a time of winnowing, when the wheat shall be sepa- 
rated from the chaff. Gold shall be separated from dross, 
and the pure from the impure. So it was when Jesus came. 
Then the distinction between godless Pharisees and scribes, 
and godly Simeon and Anna, shepherd and fisherman, was 
made apparent. As a magnet shows the difference be- 
tween iron filings and sand, attracting the one and leaving 
the other, so Christ was a divider between wheat and chaff, 
between godly and ungodly. The world in Palestine ranged 
itself for and against him as soon as he came. And all 
through his life he made clear the marked distinction be- 
tween the children of God and those of Belial. Since his 
aseension, too, the same marked division goes on. For Christ 
or against Christ, this is the line that marks ali men into two 
divisions. This line runs through the inhabitants of every 
land, every city, every congregation and Sunday-school, and 
through many a class. 

This too is the line that will be marked at the final day of 
judgment. “Come, ye blessed,” “Depart, ye cursed,” will 
be said respectively to those on the right hand and on the left 
hand of the Judge; and the reason for these diverse sentences 
will be found in the position they have occupied in this world in 
relation to him. As it was at his crucifixion, so it is everywhere. 
There were then scoffers and mourners; there were even two 
thieves, one blaspheming, the other praying to him. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Review past teaching by calling for some examples of God’s 
care and love for his people when they had been forgetful 
and disobedient. 

Nehemiah stayed some years in Jerusalem before he went 
back to Persia, and then went to Jerusalem a second time. 
He found the people breaking the law,—going to market, 
selling fruits, gathering grain, making wine, on the sabbath 
day. Even the priests were not faithful,—not teaching the 
people to bring their offerings to the temple, or to give gifts 
to use for the service of God. While Nehemiah lived, God 
sent one more prophet to warn and teach the people. Nehe- 
miah wrote the last history in the Old Testament,—the story 
of the Jews after the building of the second temple, and of 
Jerusalem built again after the return of the captives; and in 
his time lived the prophet who spoke some words of the 
Lord to Israel, and wrote the last book of the Old Testament. 


The Last Prophet—His name was Malachi, and it means |: 


“Messenger of Jehovah.” What is a messenger? Were not 
all the prophets messengers? Did they not all speak and 
write the words of God? Yes, but Malachi more than all; 
for he was the last one before the time when the promised 
Messiah should come. The meaning of his message was: 
The Lord cometh. Ages had passed since God had chosen 
the Jews to be his own people, to be taught by him. Two 
thousand years before, he had said to Abraham, “I will bless 
thee, and make thee a blessing ; in thee shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed.” From that race was to come the 
promised Saviour. Everything God had ever done, in all his 
dealings with his people, was preparing the way for his com- 
ing. Which prophet, seven hundred years before he came, 
wrote how he should look, how he should be stricken, 
wounded, should die with transgressors? Malachi wrote four 
hundred years before Christ came, and promised that, though 
the Jews had not been faithful, yet a time was coming when all 
the earth should be the Lord’s, and every nation and all peo- 
ple should worship him. “From the rising of the sun unto 
the’ going down thereof,’—that means everywhere on the 
whole earth. Does the sun shine somewhere all the time? 
Is there a valley so deep and dark that the sunshine never 
finds it? So shall be the knowledge of Jesus Christ the 
Lord, “great among the Gentiles.” The Jews had not 
brought their offerings, nor given with pure hearts; but Mala- 
chi said, “In every place incense [prayer] is offered unto my 
name, and a pure offering: for my name is great among the 
Gentiles, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

The Messenger.—When a king was coming, a messenger or 
herald was sent to cry out: The king cometh, prepare the 
way. Men went before to clear the stones out of the way, to 
level the high places, fill up the hollows, make the crooked 
places straight and the rough places plain, so the king’s ehariot 
should not be hindered. Malachi wrote of another messenger 
after himse]f, who should come just before Jesus Christ. 
Malachi said to them, “The Lord, whom ye seek, shall sud- 
denly come to his temple.” The messenger whom Malachi 
foretold was John the Baptist; he called him Elijah, and 
said, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet.” John 
was like Elijah, for he came preaching in the wilderness, 
wearing a robe of camels’ hair and a leathern girdle, preaching 
to the people as it was written in the Old Testament, “ Make 
ye ready the way of the Lord,” “ All flesh shall see the salva- 
tion of God.” When John the Baptist was a little child, 
God showed his father that he was the messenger Malachi 
promised, and he said, “Thou, child, shalt be called the 
prophet ot the Most High: For thou shalt go before the face 
of the Lord to make ready his ways.” 

The Messiah—Jesus, the promised one, was called the 
Messiah, the anointed, chosen one, the Christ. Malachi said 





he should come suddenly to his temple. Every word was ful- 
filled. Jesus himself said of John the Baptist, “This is he 
of whom it is written.” Jesus came suddenly to the temple. 
Though he had been long expected, yet when a father and 
mother, one day, stood before the altar, bringing a pair of 
doves, such as the poorest might offer, only one old good man 
and one aged pious widow knew that the babe in the mother’s 
arms was the Lord of glory in ‘the form of flesh. How old 
was Jesus when he came agam to the temple? Malachi said 
he was to come in judgment, to witness against those who had 
been false, unjust, unkind to the poor, the fatherless, the 
stranger, false to God, and had not feared his name. So he 
came suddenly to the temple, found money-changers, men 
selling doves, sheep, oxen, dealing unfairly. He drove them 
out, saying, “ My house shall be called a house of prayer: but 
ye make it aden of robbers.” Then, as now, he read the hearts 
and lives of all, knew who had waited for him and loved him. 
Did you ever hear how the silversmith melts silver ore over 
a hot furnace, to get out the pure silver and leave the dross? 
He sits down to watch’ exactly when it is hot enough, so as 
not to keep it too long over the burning coals. How does he 
know? When it is so clear and shining that he can see his 
face reflected in it, he knows it is just right. Malachi said 
Christ should sit as a purifier of silver. He tries hearts, and 
when he sees his own likeness in them he knows they are his 
own. So he comes now, day by day, to take away sin, and 
sometimes, by trials sharp and hot, bring out the likeness of 
himself. . 

The Sun of Righteousness—That is one of the beautiful 
names Malachi gave to Christ. What would earth be with- 
out the sun? Without his light and life there would be no 
comfort, warmth, or beauty. Jesus is to our souls more than 
the summer sunshine to plant or tree. To those who fear 
him, the Sun of Righteousness will shine with healing for 
every wounded soul, gladness for sorrow, forgiveness for sin. 
He said, “I am the light of the world.” Can any spot be 
dark when the sunlight is upon it? The Sun of Righteous- 
ness will make the heart glow with love, and he has said a 
time is coming when the righteous shall shine as the sun in 
the kingdom of the Father. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





A PROPHECY OF THREE THINGS TO COME. 


I. OF THE MESSENGER TO COME: 
Fulfilled once (Mark 1 : 1-3). 


II. OF THE LORD TO COME: 
Fulfilled once (John 1 : 14). 
To be fulfilled again (John 14 : 8). 


III. OF THE DAY TO COME: 
To be fulfilled. 


WATCH THEREFORE; FOR YE KNOW Nor ON 
WHAT ‘DAY YOUR LORD COMETH. 











THE LORD AND THE LORD’S PEOPLE. 


RS PURIFIER. 
- J. THE LORD { BS VINDICATOR. 
BS HEALER. 


Il. THE LORD’S {rs seaeteak, 
PEOPLE RS TRIUMPHERS. 


THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE, AND I 
WILL BE THEIR GOD. 














HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“O Sun of Righteousness, arise.” 

“Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear.” 

“T know not the hour when my Lord will come.” 
“Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is king.” 
‘* Pass the word along the line.” 

“Hark! ’tis the watchman’s ery.” 

“Make haste, make haste, O man! to live.” 

“Oh for a thousand tongues, to sing.” 





QUESTION HINTS. 


BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


What is the theme of the introductory part of Malachi’s 
prophecy? (Mal.1: 1-5.) What are the general contents of 
the section which is directed against the impiety of the 
priests? (Mal. 1:6to2:9.) What are the general contents 
of the section which is directed against the heathen marriages 
of the priests and people? (Mal. 2: 10-16.) Of what day 
does the third section of the book treat? (Mal. 2:17 to 4: 4.) 

What were the prevailing sins in Judah with which 
Nehemiah had to contend? (Neh. 13: 1-31.) To what period 
of Jewish history does the book of Malachi belong? Give 
your reasons for your conclusion. With what statement does 





the book open? By what comparison did the prophet pro- 
ceed to show how God’s love had been manifested toward 
Israel? What was the condition of Edom at that time? In 
what form does the prophet present his charge against the 
priests? (Mal.1:6.) In how many respects did he show 
them that they had dishonored God? Is God’s purpose in 
afflicting his children to destroy, or to restore? (Mal. 2: 4.) 
In what form does God, through his prophet, present each 
one of his charges? How doesthe prophet invariably present 
the people as demurring at them? What is the last com- 
plaint against them? (Mal. 2:17; see Psa. 73: 3-7; 2 Pet. 
3:4.) How did God answer the mquiry of the people con- 
cerning his slackness of judgment? (vs. 1,2.) What mes- 
senger was he then sending to prepare his way? Where, 
and how, does God generally begin the restoration of his peo- 
ple? (vs. 3,4.) How only can he preserve a holy people? (v. 5.) 
What is the foundation upon which the continuance of the 
Jewish nation rests? (v.6.) What is our assurance that God 
will preserve his spiritual Israel? By what means will he 
purify them? How do the lives of many Christians corres- 
pond with the words of these Israelites? (Mal.3:13-15.) When 
shall we be able to discern between the two classes of men? 
(Mal. 3: 16-18; 4: 1-3.) What was the best preparation 
which a Jew could make for the coming of the Messiah? 
(v. 4.) What provision of mercy did Malachi foresee just 
preceding Christ’s coming? (vs. 5,6.) How often is this 


prophecy referred to in the New Testament? How had the, 


hearts of Abraham’s children become estranged from their 
early fathers? What cause had the fathers to be ashamed of 
these children? How should we regard a pious ancestry? 
How can we prepare for the great and terrible day of the 
Lord yet to be revealed? 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


“My MEssENGER .. . SHALL PREPARE THE WAY BEFORE 
Mer.”—In the East, where the roads are in a chronically bad 
condition when they exist at all, road-mending is generally 
reserved for the visit of a king or of someroyal prince. Then 
the king’s messenger goes forth, proclaiming that the king is 
coming at such and such a date, and commanding that the 
roads be made fit for his passage. The best roads in the East 
to-day are the roads that were constructed for the visits of 
kings or princes. 

This usage is very widespread. Bruce found it in Abys- 
sinia. He reports that before the king travels a proclamation 
is sent throughout the whole country: “Cut down the kan- 
tuffa in the four quarters of the world, for I know not where 
Iam going.” The kantuffa is a prickly shrub which grows 
over the paths and lacerates the flesh of those passing. When 
the king’s proclamation goes forth, this kantuffa must be cut 
down everywhere, so that the ways may be open to the king 
wherever he may decide to go. 

“Tue Day Comern.”—The Old Testament teaching re- 
garding the Day of Jehovah has been assimilated by Muham- 
madanism, and survives in the East to-day in the Mukamma- 
dan belief in the Day of Allah. “On that day,” says the 
Qurin, “the heaven shall be shaken and shall reel; and the 
mountains shall walk and pass away. And on that day wee 
be unto those who accused God’s apostles of imposture; who 
amused themselves in wading in vain disputes. On that day 
shall they be driven and thrust into the fire of hell; and it 
shall be said unto them, This is the fire which ye denied as a 
fiction. is this a magic illusion? Ordo ye not see? Enter 
the fire to be scorched. Whether ye bear your torments 
patiently or impatiently, it will be equal unto you: ye shall 
surely receive the reward of that which ye have wrought. 
But the pious shall dwell amidst gardens and pleasures; de- 
lighting themselves in what their Lord shall have given 
them.” And again: “ When the earth shall be shaken by an 
earthquake, and the earth shall cast forth her burdens [the 
dead], and man shall say, What aileth-her? On that day 
will the earth declare her message. On that day men shall 
go forth in distinct classes, that they may behold their works. 
And whoever shall have wrought good of the weight of an 
ant shall behold the same. And whoever shall have wrought 
evil of the weight of an ant shall behold the same.” 

“THE SUN... WITH HEALING IN His WinGs.’—One of 
the most ancient religious symbols in the world is the winged 
sun, of which the most familiar form is the Winged Disk of 
the Egyptians. In this symbol, the solar disk is portrayed 
with two great expanded wings, typifying the might and pro- 
tecting care of the divinity. On some of the monuments rays 
are seen, descending from the sun upon the heads of the sup- 
pliants below. These rays terminate in hands which are 
stretched forth as if to bless; and in certain instances the 
hand is seen conveying to some favored individual the ansate 
cross, the symbol of life. When Malachi spoke, therefore, of 
the Sun of Righteousness arising with healing in his wings, 
he referred, in dll probability, to a symbol with which the 
Jews must have been familiar. It was as if he had said: 
“You have seen the sculptures of the winged sun and of the 
sun sending down ray-hands filled with the gift of life. These 
are a symbol of what is to be. The Sun of Righteousness 
shall indeed arise, bearing gifts of healing in his outspread 
wings.” 
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THE EXPLORATIONS AT TANIS* 


It is just about a year since the Egypt Exploration 
Fund made a happy beginning in its chronicle of dis- 
covery by the publication of M. Naville’s narrative of 
the recovery of the ancient Egyptian city of Pithom. 
This first memoir is now followed by a second, entitled 
Tanis, Part I., 1883-1884, by W. M. Flinders Petrie. 

Mr. Petrie does not appear before the public as a novice 
in Egyptological work. The first thorough survey of the 
pyramids of Geezeh was made by him; and the results 
are chronicled in The Pyramids and Temples of Gizeh,— 
a work whose first edition was published with the assist- 
ance of a special grant from the Royal Seciety, and 
whose second abridged edition of ninety-five pages was 
made into a volume of sufficient size and price by the 
simple expedient, on the part of the English publisher, 
of printing it on paper rather thinner than box cardboard, 
and a little more pliable. The importance of the book, 
however, is not to be measured by the quality of the 
paper used in the second edition ; the original memoir is 
the one satisfactory metrological work on the pyramids, 
and its publication gave the death-blow to the many 
grotesque theories of the relation of the great pyramid 
to revelation, which have gained a certain currency in 
Europe and America. At Nebireh, again, Mr. Petrie 
achieved important results for the history of Greek 
pottery; and, in recognition of this work, the Hellenic 
Society made a liberal contribution to the expenses of 
excavation. By this discovery, every link in the chain 
that connected the pottery of Greece with that of Egypt 
was brought to light, and Egypt was clearly shown to be 
the teacher of Greece in this branch of art. 

Mr. Petrie did not go to Tanis as an original discoverer 
of the site. Lepsius had found there the important bi- 
lingual Decree of Canopus. Mariette also had been at 
work there; but the death of that great Egyptologist, 
which cut short so many promising enterprises, left the 
excavations at Tanis uncompleted. For the same reason 
no sufficient account of Mariette’s work at Tanis has hith- 
erto been published ; and Mr. Petrie has accordingly been 
obliged to devote about one-half of the present memoir 
to an account of the monuments discovered by Mariette, 
reserving the other half to the story of his owp work in 
1883 and 1884. 

It is well to understand at the beginning that the work 
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of excavation at Tanis,—the Zoan of the Bible,—or San, as 
the Arabs call it, is not yet complete. Neither Mariette- 
Bey nor Mr. Petrie has succeeded in getting down to 
the more ancient Tanises which lie below the compara- 
tively modern Tanis of these excavations. Whatever 
importance attaches, therefore, to the results already 
achieved by excavation at San, much more important 
results remain to be achieved, and future memoirs of the 
Egypt Exploration Fund miy reasonably be expected to 
grow in interest and value. What secrets may be re- 
vealed to fill the blank of Egypt’s history under the 
Shepherd-kings, when the city of the Hykshos is un- 
covered? And beneath that slumbers the city of those 
earlier Egyptian kings who made San their capital and 


pii- | their base of. operations against the thronging barba- 


rians of the East. 

Mr. Petrie sketches briefly the history of Tanis before 
the empire, under the empire, and in Greek and Roman 
times. Although the city of the earlier kings has not 
been reached, some inscriptions of the earlier dynasties 
have been obtained—a result due in part to the habit 
among Egyptian kings of appropriating the inscriptions 
of their predecessors, and writing their own names over 
the erasures in the royal cartouches. Mr. Petrie devotes 
a good deal of space to the history of the monuments 
which he describes; but he describes them from the 
standpoint of the explorer and the *metrologist, rather 
than of the literary Egyptologist. His discussion of the 
dimensions of the great colossus of Rameses II., of which 
the fragments were discovered about two years ago, is 
based upon a mean formed by comparing the dimensions 
of a granite colossus of Sin with the natural standard of 
human proportions. This process rests on a fundamen- 
tal mistake. The Egyptian colossi were constructed in 
accordance with a fixed canon of proportions; the canon 
itself may be found in Lepsius, and it is from that that the 
dimensions of the broken colossus should be calculated. 

Perhaps the most unexpected exhibition of Mr. Petrie’s 
statistical tendency is the list of museums to which ob- 
jects have been sent, with enumeration of the objects 
themselves. To “ Geneva, some pieces of the lattice of 
Pithom, ten eyes from Sueilin, and a small bronze of 
Khem, have been allotted. To Sheffield Museum, four 
iron knives, a nail, and an iron hook, together with seven 
bronze nails of varying patterns, have been sent.” Surely 
it was unnecessary to waste six columns in telling the 
fate of scarabs, eyes, arrow-heads, and other such com- 
monplaces of Egyptology. 

The student of hieroglyphics will turn with interest 
from Mr. Petrie’s letter-press to the hieroglyphics them- 
selves. These are partly lithographic; partly photo- 
graphic. The photographic plates are executed in 
excellent style; the lithographic plates are not so good. 
It is, for instance, not always possible to distinguish, 
except by the context, between ra, the circular kh, and 
the crossed-circle determinative of a town. On Plate 
VII., ned is written incorrectly for the patella % several 
times; and on Plate I. a hieroglyphic which is clearly 
ap or tep, from the connection (“Anubis, chief of his 
mountain’”’), has an equal resemblance to half a dozen 
other syllabic forms. 

As regards the matter of the inscriptions, that at first 
sight is a little disappointing. No important historical 
fact is disclosed for the first time in these inscriptions. 
Instead, we have royal cartouche after royal cartouche, 
followed by the familiar titles of the king, in seemingly 
profitless profusion. Yet these broken inscriptions are 
not without value. They show some important varia- 
tions in the mode of writing the names of certain kings ; 
and the names of the gods which they contain are sug- 
gestive in their collocation, and in the frequency of the 
occurrence of particular names. Take the case of Set, 
for instance. The foremost modern Egyptologists now 
hold that Set was from the very first an Egyptian divin- 
ity, and that his evil reputation was a growth upon his 
original myth, due, perhaps, to political considerations. 
In confirmation of this, we find Set appearing in these 
inscriptions, not only on an equality with Horus and 
the other gods, but with the distinct designation of 
nefer, “the good,” “the gracious.” In Plan 97, he and 
Horus appear in friendly juxtaposition, Set holding up 
the symbol of life, while the basal hieroglyphics describe 
the king as “ beloved of the gracious, the glorious Set.” 
The name of Ptah, “neb res sebt-f,” “ Lord of his South- 
ern Wall,” occurs with unexpected frequency; and there 
is a perplexing reference to “‘ Hathor, Lady of Tentyra,” 
which can hardly be explained except by the supposition 
that the inscription was transported to San from the far- 
away capital of the sixth nome of Upper Egypt. 

Tanis, Part I., must be regarded as largely introduc- 
tory. The more important part of the story belongs to 
succeeding memoirs. Mr. Petrie is a thoroughly trained 
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explorer and metrologist; but he is not an Egyptologist 
in the narrower sense, and we do not doubt that more 
satisfactory results might be obtained if Mr. Petrie would 
commit the editing of the hieroglyphical part of his work 
to the hands of a specialist like Renouf or Naville. Care 
should also be taken, in future memoirs, to prevent blur- 
ring of the lithographic plates. 

The Egypt Exploration Fund is doing a most impor- 
tant work. It is true that the excavations of San have, 
so far, yielded no such important results as M. Naville’s 
discovery of the grain-city where the Israelites toiled. 
But the site of San is no less promising than that of 
Pithom, and the near future may chronicle discoveries 
there at least as important as that which was chronicled 
in the first memoir of the Fund. It ought to be added 
that the present memoir is sent to all subscribers of five 
dollars or more to the Fund during the last fiscal year. 





Mr. Robert Louis Stevenson is chiefly known to the 
miscellaneous reading public as a young Scottish writer, 
whose apparent aim is to push himself into the front 
rank of contemporary essayists and descriptive writers. 
Mr. Stevenson’s claims to distinction have hitherto 
rested upon a clever style, and a power of critical analy- 
sis more striking than profound,—qualities which have 
been displayed in several prose volumes made up largely 
from the author’s contributions to magazine literature. 
The volume in which Mr. Stevenson attempts to write 
child-poetry—A Child’s Garden of Verses—has been 
alternately praised as an important contribution to the 
literature of childhood, and dispraised as a poor middle- 
age imitation of a child’s thoughts and feelings. The ex- 
treme dispraise is as unjust as the extreme praise. In his 
most recent story, the Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde, Mr. Stevenson has achieved his greatest success, 
if success is to be measured by sudden popularity. The 
Strange Case has already reached an unusually large 
circulation in England, and has been honored with a 
parody in Punch. In England the tide of newspaper 
criticism has set strongly in the direction of overpraise. 
The truth regarding the volume is that it is an original 
study based upon the assumed dual nature of man, that 
the elaboration of this idea produces a series of scenes 
sufficiently novel to appeal to the imagination of the 
jaded romance reader, and that the book impresses an 
important moral lesson. In the hands of Hawthorne 
the materials would have been wrought into a great 
book ; in the hands of Lytton they might have made a 
still stranger Strange Stcry. But Mr. Stevenson has 
neither the terrible psychological power of Hawthorne, 
nor the theosophical knowledge of Lytton; and his book 
therefore fails to reach the permanent line in literature. 
At the same time it is a book distinct from the ordinary 
run of contemporary fiction ; and the moral lesson which 
it implies and illustrates, but never formally states, is: 
Cherish your nobler self; else the baser self will gradu- 
ally become the real self, and the nobler self will die out. 
There is some unnecessary profanity in the book, though 
it is not often repeated. (12mo, pp. 138. New York: 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, $1.00.) 


Reading-diaries are becoming so common that one 
might almost wonder whether most people do not prefer 
to take their literary food in the form of milk-sops—a 
sop a day—rather in the more solid portions which a 
healthy literary taste would prescribe. Time Flies, 2 
reading-diary, by Christina G. Rossetti, is more original 
than such productions generally are. The diary is not 
a series of quotations; it is written throughout by the 
author whose name stands on the title-page ; it is reli- 
gious in aim, about a page a day being given to Miss 
Rossetti’s thoughis on religious subjects ; it is ecclesiasti- 
cal in form, all the saints-days being noted; and it is 
“Catholic” in tone, Miss Rossetti even referring to 
Pope Gregory the Great as “to ourselves... trulya 
Father in God.” Miss Rossetti’s writing is generally 
suggestive, and may be found profitable even by those 
who do not share the peculiar views ofthe author. 
(Small 16mo, pp. 330. ‘Boston: Roberts Brothers. 
Price, $1.00.) 


Professor W. Scherer is the first of the Germans to 
give to his countrymen a history of their own literature 
at once popular, scientific, and adequately. comprehen- 
sive. The most sympathetic book on German literature 
is, perhaps, Vilmar’s National-Literatur with its marvel- 
lous poetical prose ; but Vilmar’s book, in all its score of 
editions, was too limited in its aim to be accepted asa 
sufficient presentation of German literature. This suffi- 
cient presentation is what is offered in Scherer’s History 
of German Literature, now Englished by Mrs. F. C. 
Conybeare, under the immediate supervision of Professor 
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F. Max Miiller. . The book is graphic; .its criticisms are 
generally sound ; the translations is free enough to es- 


cape the imputation of being “ faithful and feeble ;” | 


and, as a whole, the work stands easily first among 
Histories of German literature, for English and Ameri- 
can readers. (2 vols. 12mo, xii, 401; viii, 425. New 
York : Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, $3.25.) 


Several weeks ago we commented favorably upon Mr. 
Charles B. Reynolds’s picturesque story of Old &t. 
Augustine. Since that time another edition of the book 
has been called for, and it now makes its appearance in 
a “coquina” binding; that is, in covers upon which the 
coquina or shell-conglomerate which forms the peculiar 
building stone of old St. Augustine is photographically 
reproduced. Several new illustrations have also been 
added, among others a fac-simile of Drake’s Expugnatio 
Civitatis 8. Augustini in America Sitae, facing page 51. 
The book is thus rendered still more worthy of popular 
approbation. (16mo, illustrated, pp. 144. St. Augus- 
tine, Florida: E. B. Reynolds.) 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


a 
CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1886. 

Kentucky, special, at Lexington..............ces0se00 February 26-28 
Tennessee, special, at Chattamooga.........0..seeeceeeeeees March 1, 2 
Georgia, special, at Atlanta..............cccseeessceeesenserece March 3-5 
Florida, at Jacksonville................ccccccesecssvere sooveveee March 7-9 
Louisiana, at New Orleans............... ss sesseceeeseeees March 12, 13 
California, state, at San Jose............cecocesssecsceseesseees May 11-13 
Illinois, state, at Bloomington. .............cceeserseoeseeees May 11-13 
Kansas, state, at Junction City............cccsee cesses seeeeees May 11-13 
Towa, state, at Oskaloosa.......0.....csssccosscsee sececeeee covesevee June— 
Snide; aielee, BO: TROP iid cis erie eiicside snivedecse sivsrtece nncpooses June 1-3 
Wyoming, territorial, at Cheyenne..............sseseeeeeeeeees June 1-3 
Dakota, territorial, at Pierre................cscccccece seccceses June 8-10 
New York, state, at Buffalo. ......:......cccccscccssee sercoeeee June 8-10 
Indiana, state, at New Albany............0..ssesssessereseves June 22-24 
East Texas, district, at Sulphur Springs...............0+ June 25-27 
Minnesota, state, at Mankato... ...........0seseeeeee June 29 to July 1 
Indian Territory, International [tribal], at Muscogee,July 14, 15 
Kentucky, state, at Frankfort....... .......sc0.scesseseee August 17-19 
Pennsylvania, state, at Lewistown.........00++ssesserees October 19-21 





PRIMARY TEACHERS’ UNIONS. 


Albany, N. Y., 20 N. Pearl St.................. Wednesdays, 4 P. 
Baltimore, Md., Y.M. C. A. Bible-class room. * 
Thursdays, 4.30 P. 
Boston, Mass., Pilgrim Hall, Congregational House. 
Saturdays, 3 P. 


Brantford, Ont., Congregational Church. 
First Saturday in each month, 3 P. 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Dutch Ch., Joralemon St., Saturdays, 2:30 P. 


Chieago, Ill., 148 Madison St............. ..s00000 Saturdays, 3 P. 
-Cincinnati, O., Sixth and Elm Sts......... \..+...Saturdays, 4 P, 
Des Moines, Iowa, Y. M. C. A. Rooms......... Saturdays, 4 P. 
‘Detroit, Mich., Y..M. C. A. Rooms.............. Saturdays, 4 P. 


‘Elmira, N. Y., Railway Y. M. C. A. Parlors. 
Last Thursday in each month, 4 P. 
‘Lowell, Mass. Saturdays preceding Istand 3d Sundays, 4 P. 
Manchester, N. H., Parlors of churches represented. 
Every other Friday, 4 P. 
Newark, N. J., First Presbyterian Church.....Mondays, 3.P. 
Newburyport, Mass., W. C. A. Rooms. 
Third Wednesday in each month, 3 P. 
New Haven, Conn., 695 Chapel St....... Wednesdays, 2.30 P. 
New York City,Chapel Broadway Tabernacle,Saturdays, 2 P. 
Olean, N. Y., Baptist Church...............e0cseooe Tuesdays, 3 P. 
Ottumwa, Iowa, 227 E. 4th St..............c0scescepes Fridays, 3 P. 
Paterson, N. J., Market St. Methodist Church..Tuesdays, 4 P. 
Philadelphia, Pa., 1122 Chestnut St. International 
lesson taught. Visitors welcomed.....Wednesdays, 3.30 P. 
Sabetha? Kan., M. E. Church, Main St.....Saturdays, 3.30 P. 
Springfield, Mass., Y. M. C. A. Rooms......... Saturdays, 3 P. 
Washington, D. C., Congregational Church, 10th and 
APNE. TE. WY -.1nss ipseivsceg sciseccsipdsboodaabayesties Fridays, 4.05 P. 
Plymouth Congregational 
NMI Ais ias sdbcganvice Sanseas¥o dh can boanabare cceanioes Fridays, 3 P. 
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A SOUTHERN SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. 


The Sunday-school of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Augusta, Georgia, is one of “ the institutions” of that 
attractive city. The church with which it is connected 
is regarded as the second in importance in the Southern 
Church. The Sunday-school would hardly be given an 
inferior position. 

It is very fortunate in its building. A mural tablet in 
the assembly room states that Mary Telfair of Savannah, 
Georgia, is held in grateful remembrance for the munifi- 
cent bequest through which the building was erected 
and furnished. This bequest amounted to $36,000, and 
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was all expended on this structure, except $4,000, which 
is still held in reserve for the purchase of a library. 

Though ‘in the same enclosure with the church, it is 
entirely separate from it. There are eighteen separate 
rooms, fourteen of which are used for the Sunday-school. 
There are eleven class-rooms, all opening into the main 
room, but shut off from it during the time of lesson 
study. A gallery capable of seating 150 persons is pro- 
vided for visitors. The whole is elegantly carpeted and 
furnished: The school is worthy of the building in 
which it: meets. Its membership is 550. Its efficient 
superintendent, Mr. John W. Wallace, is a prominent 
business man in the city. He carries into his Sunday- 
school work all the energy, directness, force, and fore- 
sight necessary in the conduct of a large business. The 
school is thoroughly organized. Every detail is given 
into the hands of some one who is responsible for it, so 
the element of personal interest and pride in the school 
is developed in a large number. Through this thorough 
organization, and the energy of the superintendent, 
there is constant life and movement. One thing follows 
another rapidly and without jar, yet there is no appear- 
ance of haste. Music has been given a very prominent 
place. Mr.. Wallace is a fine musician. The grand 
piano is played by a master, and is accompanied by two 
violins, a violoncello, and a cornet. The effect is inspir- 
ing. The best of if is, all these musicians are Christians, 
and are serving God with the talent he has given them. 
Eight or ten pieces are sung at the opening of the 
school, and several at its close. This feature has proved 
a great attraction; everybody sings, and with spirit. 

Twenty young men, who formerly spent this hour on 
the streets, who are not Christians, but who love music, 
have been organized into a choir. After the opening, 
they usually drop into the pastor’s Bible class. 

The Rev. Dr. William Adams, the pastor, has every Sun- 
day in his class from 125 to 150 young and middle-aged 
people. It is his only opportunity with many of them. 
He uses it accordingly. By God’s blessing upon his 
earnest and impassioned teaching, very many have here 
been brought to a saving knowledge of the truth. 

The city takes pride in this Sunday-school, just as 
Philadelphia does in Bethany. Strangers visit it as 
“one of the things to see.” Yetit is not sensational. 
Nothing is done for mere effect. Everything is earnest, 
direct, forceful, spiritual. Christ is the central figure in 
all the exercises; and the sweetness, blessedness, and 
joy of his service, are realized by many, when there, as 
never before, 

The influence of this school is wide reaching, and al- 
ways for good. May many other schools, North and 
South, learn the helpful lessons it teaches ! 





COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


—A district Sunday-school convention for East Texas 
is announced as to be held at Sulphur Springs, Angelina 
County, June 25-27. 


—A twofold series of meetings is announced for July 
21-24 at Williams’ Grove, Pennsylvania. On Wednesday, 
July 21, the Fourth District Convention will meet, com- 
prising the counties of Adams, Cumberland, Dauphin, 
Franklin, Lantaster, Lebanon, Perry, and Lock. Thurs- 
day and Friday will be devoted te the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, Chautauqua, and Temperance. 
On Saturday will be held the fourteenth Cumberland 
County Sunday-school Convention. There will be regu- 
lar normal and primary instruction during the four days 
oceupied by these meetings. A full programme is in 
preparation. 

—In fuller announcement of the series of meetings to 
be held in the South, Mr. B: F. Jacobs of Chicago 
sends the following: “A list of conventions has been 
arranged under the direction of the International Execu- 
tive Committee, co-operating with the state committees 
in the following states: Kentucky, District Convention, 
at Lexington, February 26 to 28; Tennessee, District 
Convention, Chattanooga, March 1 and 2; Georgia, Dis- 
trict Convention, Atlanta, March 3 to 5; Florida, State 
Convention, Jacksonyille, March 8 to 10; Louisiana, 
State Convention, New Orleans, March 12 and 18. Mr. 
B. F. Jacobs, chairman of the committee; the Rev. C. M. 
Morton, a well-known Sunday-school worker of Chicago ; 
and Mr. E. O. Excell, who led the singing at the Inter- 
national Convention at Louisville, and who sings at 
Chautauqua, will. attend these conventions. Possibly 
Mr. William Reynolds, of Peoria, will accompany them. 
They also expect some brethren to go with them from 
the different states.” It-will be noticed that three of the 
conventions are indicated as district conventions, and 
two as state conventions, instead of special conventions, 
as was announced last week. The work of organization 
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and stimulus which the promoters of the conventions 
are aiming to accomplish is very important, and should 
enlist the intelligent effort and sympathy of Southern 
Sunday-school workers. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


—A neat little programme has been issued by the Phila- 
delphia Primary Teachers’ Union which meets on Wednes- 
day afternoons, at half-past three, at No. 1122 Chestnut 
Street. The programme announces that the lessons for 
March will be taught by Professor George L. Weed; 
for April, by Mrs. M.G. Kennedy ; and for May, by Mrs. 
J.H.Smith. Mothers and teachers of young people are 
specially invited to attend the meetings. A bureau of 
information and repository of teachers’ helps has been 
established, and is available for half an hour before the 
lesson-teaching begins. 

—There are three efficient Sunday-schools in connec- 
tion with the First Baptist Church of Philadelphia, of 
which the Rev. Dr. George Dana Boardman is pastor. 
The main school has a membership of 359, and there 
were eleven accessions to the church through baptism. 
The Immanuel Workers’ Mission-school reports an aver- 
age attendance of 228, with three baptisms. The Balti- 
more Avenue Mission is less closely connected with the 
First Church, but is conducted by one of its members. 
It has sixteen officers and teachers, seventy-four scholars, 
and an average attendance of about seventy. 

—In Giles County in Virginia, very rough and moun- 
tainous, a missionary of the American Sunday-school 
Union, passing Salt Pond (or Mountain Lake) down the 
Big Stony Creek, ate his supper by the light of “ light- 
wood” burning on a shovel, and the next day organized 
a Sunday-school for a few isolated families having only 
occasional preaching in private houses. A month later, 
he held a four-days’ meeting there, with the help of 
Christian friends from a neighboring community, result- 
ing in the ingathering of fifteen persons into Christ’s 
fold. The school is to be kept up henceforward. 

—Sunday-school superintendents and teachers who 
wish to create an active missionary interest in their own 
Sunday-schools often ask if there are no published helps 
for Sunday-school missionary work. Passing over, with 
a mere mention, such general missionary helps as the 
Gospel in All Lands, and the Missionary Review, we 
note that one Baptist worker has commenced a series of 
missionary leaflets for the Sunday-schools of his own 
denomination. Leaflet No. 1 was devoted to the Karen 
Mission; Leaflet No. 2, t- the Burman Mission; Leaflet 
No. 3, which is announcea for May, will tell of the Telegn 
Mission. The leaflets consist of a four-page description 
of the country, its people and history, its religion, and 
the missions in it, with questions and a map. The price 
of the leaflet is, in orders of less than a hundred, one 
cent each; in orders of more than a_hundred, half a cent 
each. The publisher is Mr. CO. L. Rhoades, West Acton, 
Massachusetts. 


—The meetings of the Congregational Sunday-school 
Superintendents’ Union for Boston and vicinity are an- 
nounced in advance by a programme, of which that for 
March 1, 1886, may serve as a specimen: “ Exercises: 6 
P.M., Collation; 6.45, Opening exercises; 7.30, Discus- 
sion : ‘ Lesson helps, their use and abuse,’ to be opened 
by Brother Henry D. Noyes, of Hyde Park. To be fol- 
lowed by Brother Charles N. Snow, of Jamaica Plains, 
on ‘Lesson help music.’” The Union also sends out 
special invitations to persons not members of the organi- 
zation. One issued for the meeting mentioned above 
reads: “Will you be a guest of the Union, Monday 
evening, March 1, 5 o’clock P.M.? Invited guests are 
cordially requested to unite with members in the discus- 
sion. No formal speeches. Subject for the evening, 
‘Lesson helps.’ §. Brainerd Pratt, president.” The in- 
vitation is a printed form, with the date and subject 
inserted in ink. 


GENERAL. 

—Lend a Hand” was the suggestive motto which 
Mr. Joshua L. Baily prefixed to a recent address before 
the Young Men’s Christian Association of Philadelphia. 
Mr. Baily called attention to the fact that, while no city 
of the world possessed an “ Association building more 
pleasing in its architectural characteristics, more com- 
modious, more suitably located, or better adapted to its 
benign purpose” than does Philadelphia, the Philadel- 
phia Association is still hampered in its work by a debt 
of $200,000. But why was so costly a building neces- 
sary? Mr. Baily pointed to the gilded palaces of sin 
beneath the very shadow of the Association, and asked 
what chance there is of rescuing young men from these 
if all beauty and attractiveness are left to wickedness, 
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Would it be advisable, from a common- 
sense point of view, to help the Associa- 
tion to get rid of this incubus of debt? 
Mr. Baily showed that, of the more than 
three millions of dollars bequeathed for 
benevolent purposes in Philadelphia dur- 
ing the last three years,a very large part 
had gone to institutions “located near the 
very brink of the cataract, while a smaller 
share went to those instrumentalities that 
stand guard at the head of the stream.” 
Preventive work in morals is better than 
reformatory work; and possibly the 
expenditure of $200,000 in preventive 
measures would do more for Philadelphia 
than the expenditure of a million in meas- 
ures merely reformatory. The speaker 
ended with the motto of his whole speech, 
“ Lend a hand.” 


—Miss Frances E. Willard has re- 
cently issued a circular giving a plan 
for a proposed petition, in favor of the 
prohibition of the liquor traffic, to the 
governments of the world. The plan 
of work adopted is: “First, To orga- 
nize, sending out accredited and ex- 
perienced women to all parts of the 
civilized world as rapidly as funds are 
provided. Second, To circulate the great 
petition according to the method pre- 
scribed in this leaflet, returning all names 
to Frances E. Willard, The Union Signal 
office, Chicago, as the petition will be first 
presented to the United States Congress, 
then to the Dominion Parliament, then 
to the British Parliament, and so on to 
the governments of the world. But one 
petition will be presented, this being car- 
ried by a commission of representative 
women to every government.” Miss Wil- 
lard hopes to secure two million names of 
women. She calls for suggestions for the 
development of the plan, and asks local 
Women’s Christian Temperance Unions 
to send at once five cents each annually, 
to aid in this special work. The petition, 
after reciting the evil effects of aleohol 
and opium, goes on to say: “ We have no 
power to prevent this great iniquity, 
beneath which the whole world groans 
and staggers,” and “we therefore come 
beseeching you to strip away the safe- 
guards and sanctions of the law from the 
drink traffic and the opium trade, and to 
protect our homes, by the total prohibition 
of this twofold curse of civilization 
throughout all the territory over which 
your government extends.” 


—In prosecution of its special work, 
the New York Sabbath Committee, 31 
Bible House, New York, offers to work- 
ingmen a series of five prizes for the best 
essay on the Sunday question. _ The fol- 
lowing are the subjects and conditions: 
(1.) Prize of $100.—Subject; “Sunday 
and the Workingman.” (The special 
value of Sunday to workingmen and their 
families, the best way to use it, the perils 
that threaten it, how to guard against 
them, Sunday rest, and the week’s wages, 
etc.) From 5,000 to 10,000 words ; to be 
written by a working man or woman. _(2.) 
Prize of $100.—Subject: “Sunday Trad- 
ing.” (Buying and selling on Sunday, 
evils of it to the tradespeople and the 
working people, and to their families, 
how to stop it, best time for paying wages, 
etc.) From 5,000 to 10,000 words; to be 
written by a retail store-keeper or em- 
ployee. . (8.) Prize of $100.—Subject: 
“Sunday Railway and Steamboat Work.” 
(Extent of the traffic, effects on employees | 
and their families, and on the community, | 
what maintains it, how to lessen it, ete.) | 
From 5,000 to 10,000 words; to be writin 
by a railway or steamboat employee. (4) | 
Prize of $50.—Subject: “The Sunday 
Liquor Traffic.” (Especially as related 
to working people and their families, rights 
and wrongs of liquor-dealers, ete.) From 
4,000 to 6,000 words; to be written by a 
working man or woman, or by a liquor- 


dealer, or by a member of the family of 
such, (5.) Prize of $50.—Subject: “ Sun- 
day and Amusements.” (The Continental 
or holiday Sunday, the Saturday half-holi- 
day, rights of employees of places of 
amusement, etc. The offer of this pre- 
mium is not intended to exclude the treat- 
ment of this subject under the other topics.) 
From 4,000 to 6,000 words; to be written 
by a workingman, or by an employee of 
some place of amusement. Competing 
essays must be in the hands of the com- 
mittee’ by October 1. Further details may 
be had by ’ spplication to the committee. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 76,000 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The advertising rate 
ts 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on an 
advertisement running a year. 








Horsford’s Acid Phosphate in impaired 
nerve function. Dr, C. A. Fernald, Boston, 
Mass., says: “I have used it in cases of im- 
paired nerve function, with beneficial results, 
especially in cases where the system is affected 
by the toxic action of tobacco.” 
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FROM OUR NEIGHBORS 


—=>——— 
ARCHDEACON FARRAR ON 
AMERICAN TEMPERANCE. 


ns ema 
Temperance Society.] 

. ~._2ve that your object in inviting 
me here this evening has been that I 
should say something about what I have 
obsérved as to temperance matters during 
my recent visit to America. The simple 
fact is that I have not very much to say. 
In every great city of America it is quite 
true that I was welcomed by many friends 
of temperance, but because I was not suffi- 
ciently acquainted with all the circum- 
stances of the temperance reformation in 
that great country, I did not think it 
right, either in candor or fairness, to make 
any public expressions of my feeling on 
the question there, except, indeed, in one 
meeting, in Chickering Hall, New York. 

I may, however, say at once, that I am 
convinced that America is considerably 
ahead of us on this temperance question. 
Wherever I went, at every banquet, wine 
was very sparingly partaken of, and at 
many tables it was conspicuous by its 
absence. I am convinced that a very large 
number of the clergy of the Episcopal 
Church, and perhaps a still larger number 
of the clergy of all other denominations, 
are total-abstainers. Everywhere I saw 
signs of very deep feeling upon this ques- 
tion; and although I was three months in 


America, and traveled many thousands of 
80 


miles, it is a simple fact that during all 
those long journeys I saw fewer cases of 
drunkenness than I have sometimes seen 
in the streets of London in a single walk 
and in a single day. 

Besides that, it is quite clear that Amer- 
ica is very far ahead of us in all matters of 
temperance legislation. There are no 
fewer than five states of the thirty-six 
states of America which, by the voluntary 
action of their people, have adopted the 
very stringent measure of actual prohibi- 
I am well aware that there are cit- 
ies in America, as in England, where the 
votes are swayed more or less by rum, and 
where the government has been described, 
and I believe correctly, as a government 
of liquor-sellers by liquor-sellers and for 
liquor-sellers; but still the fact that five 
of the great states out of the thirty-six of 
the Union are now governed by a prohibi- 
tory law, is one of the deepest possible 
significance. : 

I am well aware that the policy of the 
Church of England Temperance Society 
is not prohibition. Further, I fully ad- 
mit that there is no chance whatever at 
present in England for prohibition ; but 
as the society is in no respect responsible 
for any opinion of mine, and as I de not 
wish to make its members accomplices in 
any of my own views on the subject, I am 
bound to say, if I am to speak about what 
I observed, that in my personal view pro-- 
hibition is productive of the most bene- 
ficial results in every single state where 
the moral sease of the people is sufficiently 
alive and the conscience of the people 
sufficiently educated to give to that strin- 
gent measure a hearty and voluntary ac- 
ceptance. Let me begin with the state of 
Maine. It is now thirty-two years since 
the first prohibitory law was passed there, 
and I am perfectly aware that many 
interested and prejudiced persons lose no 
opportunity of telling us that the Maine 
liquor law is a dead-letter, and that pro- 
hibition does not prohibit. Now, I visited 


Portland, the capital of the state of Maine, _ 
and there I had the honor of being the 

guest of the Hon. Neal Dow, who is the 
sturdy father of the Maine liquorlaw. He 
isa man of eighty-one years of age, who 
still retains the heart and freshness of a 
I never saw any man of that age 


boy. 
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equally vigorous and equally active. He 
is a splendid specimen of a total-abstainer. 
I heard an anecdote at his house of his 
having been in former days attacked very 
violently, I believe, by one of the roughs 
who is in the pay of the liquor-traffic; but 
this stalwart gentleman gave the rough so 
warm a reception that he became the 
attacker, took the fellow to prison, and 
had him punished for his flagrant. offense 
against the liberty of the subject. Talking 
to Neal Dow, our conversation turned 
largely upon the subject of prohibition, 
and I became more and more convinced 
that the Maine liquor law is in no sense 
of the word a dead-letter. If I had any 
doubt, it would be removed by observing 
how intense is the hostility of the liquor 
interest against the law of prohibition. 
They would not oppose it with such fran- 
tic vehemence if they were not consider- 
ably afraid of it. Now, what constantly 
happens: is this: Some traveler from 
England visits Portland, or some other 
town in Maine, and does manage, as of 
course he can, to get drink; but the drink 
is illegally sold and the drink is surrep- 
titiously taken, and in spite of that, the 
fact that the liquor-traffic has been made 
disreputable by being under the prohibi- 
tion law has tended to a very large extent 
to decrease the consumption of spirits; it 
has educated the conscience of the com- 
munity, and, although the measure was 
first proposed as a dubious experiment 
even by its friends, it is now not only 
entirely satisfactory to those who proposed 
it, but even many of its early opponents 
would not, on any consideration, allow it 
to be repealed. If, therefore, you hear 
any traveler tell you that he has been to 
Maine and succeeded in getting a glass of 
spirits, ask him how he has managed to 
getit.... 

I have very little more to add. These 
evils do not afflict England only; the evil 
of the drink-traffic affects in its present con- 
ditions all the civilized world. Wherever 
young Englishmen go, there you find the 
curse of drink. I have recently spoken toa 
good many settlers in the far West ranches 
and settlements, and whenever I asked 
them the question, what was the chief 
curse and difficulty which they had to 
contend with, the answer always was, 
“Tt is the drink.” I have talked te many 
who have lived in India, and if I have 
asked them what is the surest cause of 
sunstroke and the deadliest enemy to 
health, the answer has been drink. If I 
have spoken to officers from South Africa, 
and asked them what has been their chief 
difficulty with their soldiers, the answer 
has invariably been the abuse of drink. I 
take up the last book that has been written 
for Australia, called “ Advance Australia,” 
by the Hon. Harold Finch Hatton, and in 
that book there is a most harrowing chap- 
ter on drink. Amongst other particulars 
he says that scores of healthy men every 
year perish, simply poisoned by the viru- 
lent poisons with which drink is adulter- 
ated in the bush, and that they are simply 
made the victims of what they meet with 
in what he calls “ the infernal dens of the 
liquor-shanties.” His object is not so 
much the suppression of drink as the pre- 
vention of murder, and he makes the sad 
but significant remark that the almost 
universal custom of the whiskey classes in 
Queensland—the miners, the fencers, the 
sawyers, the carpenters, the shepherds, 
and the stockmen—is to spend the whole 
of their wages in drink. This miserable 
cry comes up from every region of the 
world, and yet the curse of drink is a curse 
which men might more easily put down, 
which men might altogether remove, a 
curse which is preventable to a greater 
extent than any other which afflicts man- 
kind.... 


I do not know how we can possibly look 





with acquiescence on the terrible evidence 
as to the evils which are so overwhelming 
and so patent. We cannot possibly dis- 
band either our peaceful organizations or 
cease our moral efforts. They must in 
course of time produce some good. Like 
the accumulated snowflakes upon the 
mountain, they must rush down in 
avalanche upon this system; but we can- 
not rely on these appeals alone—we must 
try to enlist the forces of the country in 
more feryent efforts and in more drastic 
remedies. Luther said that what was 
quickly handled was quickly forgotten, 
and Milton said that “in times of opposi- 
tion, when old corruption has to be re- 
formed, the ealm, unimpassionate mild- 
ness of positive wisdom is not enough to 
damp the proud resistance of carnal teach- 
ers. Then zeal, whose substance is 
ethereal, arming in complete diamond, 
leaps into the fiery chariot, and, shaking 
loosely the slack reins, drives over the 
heads of insolent maintainers of evil, 
bruising their stiff necks under his burn- 
ing wheels.” Now, we have had zeal in 
the cause of temperance, and yet too often 
the white ashes of indifference have set- 
tled over these sacred fires, and again and 
again we have tried persuasion and argu- 
ment, but interest, luxury, and selfishness 
have turned a deaf ear to all our appeals. 
We can only hope that such efforts will 
never be relaxed until at last they have 
been successful, and we must never de- 
spair but that in due time they will be 
successful. The issue is now, and has 
been year after year, placed clearly before 
the eyes of Parliament and of the whole 
nation. If, indeed, the nation chooses to 
prefer death and prefer evil, I see nothing 
that can avert its ruin, but I hope for 
better things. The people often is patient 
for a long course of time with great 
wrongs; but at last it rises in its might, 
and it takes away those wrongs as the lion 
shakes the dewdrop from itsmane. There 
never was a period in English history in 
which tle masses had more power than 
now; and I should indeed despair alto- 
gether of England if I did not believe the 
workingmen in this very Parliament will 
make their voices heard and will make 
them heard on the side of right. I think 
a time of crisis on this subject has come. 

“Once to every man and nation comes the 


moment to decide 

In the strife of good and evil, on the good 
and evil side ; 

Some great cause, God’s new Messiah, prof- 
fering the bloom or blight, 

Parts the goats upon the left hand and the 
sheep upon the right, 

And the choice goes by forever ’twixt the 
darkness and the light. 

Hast thou chosen, oh! my people, in which 
party thou shalt stand, 


Ere the doom from its worn sandals shakes 
the dust against thy land? ” 
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ordered the picture for my own school in the north of London. .vu fs fal 


ly, WILLIAM H. GROSER. 


Subscri Price, with Sunday-schoo!l Superintendent, $5.00 per year, postage aid. 
of ption Hh % tar) y “ pe' “ 125 quarter, rag prep: 


Qroddned Lmao Ce. Sraidone RG. 





GIVEN AWAY! 


A Pocket Dictionary of the ish La 
Dictionaries of JOSEPH WwoRc 
Phrases, Abbreviations, Rules for 


Profusely IWustrated. 208 Pages. Will 
HOW TO GET ONE. 


‘ostage on them thus wrapped is only three cen 


io corner of it, “ Return to,” etc., adding your full name and address. 


ed from the Quarto and School 
4 .. With Foreign Words and 
Spelling, and Numerous Tables. 


be mailed postage paid, and Free of charge. 


Buy a box of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP where this order is 
alte wraps, wrap Shem ip ike c newepaper, und mail them C9 uk 

‘T of all), Take offa @ wrappers, wra em up ean 3 § 
(Bo: ae on en ; BPy ‘After addressing the kage to 


us, write across the left- 
n receipt of the wrappers, we will 


mail to you, postage paid, and free of all expense to you, one of these Dictionaries, We refer to any Bank 
n 


CRAGIN & CO., 119 South 


ited States as to our responsibility. 


Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 









PIANO! F ORTES. 
Tone, Touch, Workmanship and Durability, 


KNABE & CO., 
Nos. 204 and 206 West Baltimore Street, 
Baltimore. No. 112 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 


AGIC LANTERNS ! 


“AND STEREOPTICONS 
SUNDAY SOHOOL & 


For PUBLIO, mtn eye oy 
Views Sica 20 nie FREE 














VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, 0. 


Sunday-school Banners, $1.50 to $10. 


Silk or merino. Send for illustrated price-list. ©. A. 
HART & CO., 133 N. 3d Street, Philadelphia. 








A core > FANCY WORK 


THE LADIES" MANUAL oF FANCY 
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Our Factory Ends of Embroid 
far and wide, and are in great 


Silk are known 
mand, Some- 
+ we run entirely out, but now we have a 

= lot of good colors. Price, 40 cents per box. 


Stitches in each k: 

oe to THE BRAINERD & ARMSTRONG 
SILK 621 Market St., P' 

Pa., or 469 Broadway, N. 





Send for our Artistic Perforated 

ge for Embroidery & Paint- 

, easily transferred, can be used 

many times over. 980 full-size Work- 

Foteuee 2 rors Pads. &c., for stamping, 85c. 
‘TSareas PUB. CO., 38 W. Mth St., New York 


Patterns. Catalogue free. 
E. 8. Frost & Co., 22 Tre- 
mont Row, Boston, Mass 
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| indirectly—they probably will still— 


ture. Send for circulars, 
ed Glass. R. G 
ers, 127 W.8thSt. 

AND LODGE FURNITURE. 
[ Send for Catalogue. S. C. Small 
@ ©o., Manufacturers, 73 Portland St., Boston, Mass. 


Manufactured by B.C. 
Church Furniture 20°8"Sccona st. Pritaactonin 
Send for Catal . A.J. 
Church Lamps. ner, 36 South Serna at: Pete 
ASON & HAMLIN 
Ce., BOSTON, NEW YO 
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As a few of our competitors have, 


referred to our Moquette Carpets 
at $1.15 in a way that possibly might 
mislead some one looking about to get 
the best value for their money, we there- 
fore desire to assure intending purchasers 
that this Carpet we are now retailing in 
such large quantity is not equalled 
elsewhere, in cither style or quality, 
at the low price. We know this to bea 
fact that cannot be honestly disputed. 
» Body Brussels at $1.00 (not 
remnants). J. & J. DOBSON, 
809 and 811 Chestnut Street, Phila. 
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ber yo 4 “GOOD SENSE” Corset Waists 
fit perfectly. Sold by first-class retail stores. 





EUREKA SILK CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 


McK HONES 
SWAN SOAP 


FLOATS ON WATER. 

AN ABSOLUTELY P SOAP. ESPECIALLY 
RS A TOILET SOAP Iris UNE UALED, AND 
A 

at ONE-FIFTH THE COST oF STANDARD MAKES 
OF FANCY SOAPS. 

Sole Manufacturers, 

CHAS. McKEONE & SON, Philadelphia. 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits as a WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by thousands of housekeepers. Your 
Grocer ought to have it on sale. Ask him for it. 
D. S. WILTBERGER, Prop., 233 N. 2d St., Phila., Pa. 








Ask Your Grocer For 2oR eS 








GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 
BAKER'S 


Breakfast Cocoa. 


‘ pure 
@ Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has zhree 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
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Ts only Prize Medal awarded at the Centennial 
World’s ition, as well as that of New 
Orleans, for Hi €0PATHIC MEDICINES, 


was received by BOERICKE AND TAFEL. 


JOHNSTON’S FLUID BEEF. 
A Food for Brain, Bone, Nerve, Muscle. 


THE PTIVEiI i 
HOPE Wiibor's Gods hieor oil and: Lime. 


GETTYSBURG KATALYSINE WATER for Rheumatiom and Kid- 
ney Diseases. Gettysburg Spring Co., Gettysburg and Philad’s. 


; at's Seltzer Aperient is ded by drug- 
I gists,endorsed by Siypicinee favored by the tiersy. 


PHENOL SODIQUE. Invaluable remedy fo'r 
Animaland Poultry Diseases. Hance Bros.& ite. 


Patent Cylinder Adjustable Stodls 
healthy-artistic.cheapestand durable 
Gown and packed in 6ri4inches: for 
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ce, ckel rim, ail metal 00] 
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“able to Lakeside Manufacturing Os. 
oe Weak Van Buren At, Ohinage. 


HOLIDAY LIGHTNING! 


Our LECLANCHE FARADIC MEDICAL BATTERY 
is of new and original design. Itavoids use of acids that 
render handling of medical batteries dangerous, In 
ordinary use, it willrun ONE YEAR WitHourT aTTEN- 
TION OR EXPENSE. Always ready, does not corrode 
when notin use. Its cost and running expense is less 
than that ofacid batteries. Has three oat is §s.50. 





cies era eee Gon eee 
. 8. EY 4, e one, an 
trical Instruments, § and 7 Dey St. av ‘ork. il 


MONUMENTAL ZAtnE Wonks 
GRANIT 
J. WATERHOUSE, 1817 Arch Street, . 
UBBER ROOFING. Cheapest, Best. Write for 
ple. Indi Paint & Roofing Co., New York. 
END FOR CIRCULAR OF LAWN MOWERS 
CHADBOEN & COLDWELL M’f'g Co.,Newburgh,N Y 
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PEACE 
[Charlotte H. Coursen, in The Church Magazine. ] 


How vain are thoughts that wing the soul, 
But lift it not to purest light! 

Like ag Oe sunset clouds they roll, 
Then fade across the hills of night. 


How weak the deeds with which the soul 
Still seeks to soothe her restless state ! 

Like mighty waves they toss and roll, 
And beat in vain at heaven’s gate. 


We look across the wastes of life, 
Nor yet our straining eyes discern, 
Be bat the languor and the strife, 
he perfect peace for which we yearn. 


It comes upon its silent wa 

In breath of noon or starlight hour ; 
It soothes us with a subtle sway, 

It lifts us with 2 boundless power. 


From all the beauty we have known 
A fresher light of beauty springs ; 
With purer gladness freer grown, 
The soul within us thrills and sings. 


That peace of God! Each restless deed, 
Each daring thought, at last must die. 
God knows the vigor that we need, 
God knows the peace for which we sigh. 


In some still hour when self is not, 

And some unknown vast power we see, 
Our wayward Ona is forgot— 

We yield, and then the soul is free. 





THREE THOUGHTS FOR THE 
QUIET HOUR, 


[The Rev. Dr. George Matheson in Moments 
on the Mount.] 


THE GIFT oF A THORN. 


“And lest I should be exalted above 
measure through the abundance of the 
revelations, there was given to me a thorn 
in the flesh.” ‘There was given to me:” 
can, then, the thorn be a gift from God? 
I am in the habit of seeing God’s gifts in 
the abundance of the things which my 
life possesses, and I call those things the 
dangers of life which diminish the sum of 
its abundance. But here there is a com- 
lete reversal of my thought; the abun- 
nee is the danger, and that which 
diminishes it is the gift. Paul has been 
exalted above measure; he has been 
standing on the heights of prosperity, amd 
summering in the sunshine of a cloudless 
day. The cloudlessness of the day is his 
greatest danger, and there is sent a mist 
over the sun. His spiritual life has been 
redolent with the breath of flowers, and 
there is sent a thorn amongst the flowers. 
The thorn is for the time God’s best gift to 
his soul ; there is something protective in 
it. Ithas no fragrance, it has no beauty, but 
it yields one of the sweetest uses of ad- 
versity—it reminds a human spirit that it 
is, after all, only human. 

My God, I have never thanked thee 
for my thorn. I have thanked thee a 
thousand times for my roses, but not once 
for my thorn. I have been looking for- 
ward to a world where I shall get compen- 
sation for my cross,-but I have never 
thought of my cross as itself a present 
glory. Thou divine Love, whose human 
path has been perfected through sufferings, 
teach me the glory of my cross, teach me 
the value of my thorn. Show me that I 
have climbed to thee the path of pain. 
Show me that my tears have made m 
rainbow. Reveal to me that my sthcingthe 
was the product of that hour when I 
wrestled until the breaking of the day. 
Then shall I know that my thorn was 
blessed by thee, then shall [ know that 
my cross was a gift from thee, and I shall 
raise a monument to the hour of my sor- 
row, and the words which I shall write 
upon it will be these: “It was good for 
me to have been afflicted.” 





THE KEy to Gop’s SILENCE, 

Often have I asked myself, Why is it 
that the religion of the Son, of man is so 
silent about the destiny of the sons of 
men? He has told us of many mansions, 
but he has not revealed their form. Other 
masters have beer explicit, minute, de- 
tailed in their descriptions of the coming 
heaven, but the verdict even of Christ’s 
most beloved disciple is this: “It doth 
not yet appear what we shall be.” And 
here is the key. to the whole silence: be- 
fore we reach heaven “we shall all be 
changed.” It is as if it were said: What 
is the use of describing the joys of heaven ? 
they would not be joys to you asyet. You 
would not tell the child of the pleasures 
he shall have when he becomes a man. 
And why? because the pleasantness of 





ripves “Automatic” Machine. Best intheworld, 
Willcox & Gibbs,S.M. Co,,658 Broadway, New Youk 


these pleasures is mow beyond him. He 
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would: shed bitter tears to be told that-in 
the time-to come he should rejoice in that 
















































which is not play—in study, in work, in. 


care, in responsibility, in duty. He shall 
see the plory of these things when he him- 
self shall be changed. 

Thou who art crying for a new revela- 
tion of heaven, art thou ready for thy 
wish? Would it be to thee a oy if there 
were revealed to thee the Kavodan at 
God’s right hand? What if heed pleasures 
should be what the selfish man calls pain? 
Knowest thou not that the j jors of love are 
not the joys of lovelessness? “Love's joy is 
the surrender of itself; the ig of love- 
lessness is the keeping of = If heaven 
were open to thy vision ht might 
startle thee; thou =< bony for the 
rocks to hide thee, for the mountains to 
cover. thee from the view. To make 
the revelation a joy to thee, thou thy- 
self must be ¢ ed into the same 
image. It is not every soul that can re- 
joice to be a ministering spirit sent forth 
to minister to the heirs of salvation; to 
— in it fully, we must all be changed. 

death were abolished to-day, it would 
not free thee from thatmeed, It is not 
death that demands thy change; it is life. 
It is not death that brings 'th change; it 
is the Spirit of the Christ. Thou needst 
not wait for death to find any change, for 
the Spirit too can transform in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye. ‘Blessed are 
they who shall not taste of death ‘until 
they shall see the kingdom of God. 


J CHRISTIAN FREEDOM. 

“The perfect law of liberty.” Law and 
liberty. To the natural mind these are 
the greatest contrasts in the world. To 
the heart of youth liberty presents itself 
as the bounties of law. e a 
comes to the young man, and says, Why 
are you not free? it is an unmanly thing 
to be constantly under restraint; come, 
break your fetters, and be master of your- 
self. "That is the voice of sin to every 


conte. life, and it is a pamibie voice ; |- 


romises a thing which we all value 
pe which we all ought to value—free- 
dom. It offers to give us that very boon 
which Christ expressly came to give— 
liberty. But now observe the difference 
between the mode of the g jempter and the 
mode of the divine he tempter 
says, You will be free by breaking ‘the 
law; Ohrist says, You will be free by per- 
fecting the law. Ponder these words of 
the Apostle, “The perfect law of liberty.” 
He says, So far is restraint from being the 
enemy of freedom, it is the want of re- 
straint that prevents perfect freedom ; if 
~ law were ect, if it were only sufficiently 
binding, if it could only obtain an. undi- 
vided mastery over your soul, you would 
instantaneously be free—free as the winds 
of heaven, free as the child at play. 

My soul, dost thou marvel at this doc- 
trine? Dost thou not know that. perfect 
law is love, and that where the spirit’ of 
love is there is liberty?. . Before love 
comes, the law is not perfectly thy master ; 
it ‘is only without thee. But when love 
comes, the law has possessed thee alto- 
gether; it has taken thy citadel,—the 
heart. And ‘this pdssession is thy per- 
fect freedom. . Thou. art never-free in any 
pursuit until the love of that pursuit has 
mastered thee. Then, for the first time, 
thy will breaks forth into spontaneous 
action, and thy heart rejoices in the volun- 
tary choice of its labor. Thy most glo- 
rious moment, the moment in which the 
charter of thy freedom is forever signed, 
is in the hour when thou art compelled to 

. say, “I cannot help it,” the hour when 
love has become such a necessity of thy 
heart, such a law of thy life, that thou 
hast no longer any choice but to obey. 
The compulsion of thy heart is thy per- 
fect freedom ; when love shall take thee 
prisoner, captivity itself shall be taken 
captive. O golden chain, O- glorious 
servitude, O free necessity, be thine my 
freedom evermore! Take possession of 
my heart, my reason, my understanding, 
my will, Enthrone thyself i in the empire 
of my being, that, in thy sense of mastery, 
I may learn for the first time what it is to 
be free, and know what it is to be at rest. 
When I shall take thy yoke upon me, I 
shall find rest unto my soul, for the yoke 
of thy love is perfect joy, and the law of 

thy life is perfect: liberty. 
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HJ. B WATKINS LAND MORTGAGE CO. 


Capital, $750,000. 
FARM MORTGAGES. 


PAYABLE BY HALF-YEARLY 


NATIONAL BANK OF ho os a 'N scat d YORK. 
10,994 Mortgages negotiated, aggregati - - 7,223,800 
Amount of Interest and Principal paid on ay of maturity, 


Six per cent. Real Estate Mortgage Bonds, principal and interest FULLY 
GUARANTEED. Security SEVEN fold. For sale at our New York Office. 


Address J. B. WATKINS L. M. CO., Lawrence, Kansas, 
Or HENRY DICKINSON, New York Manager, 243 Broadway. 
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Surplus, $100,000. 
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AMERICAN CLUB 
ICE AND ROLLER 
SEATIS. 


MACHINISTS’ TOOLS. 









Send for allows: 


TALLMAN & McFADDEN, 607 & 1026 Market St, Phila., Pa. 


ACME ICE & ROLLER 
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_CARPENTERS’ TOOLS. 
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"THE 
REAL ESTATE TRUST CO., 
321 CHESTNUT STREET. 
CAPITAL, $500,000. 
Purchases, sells, and rents REAL ESTATE, collects 
income, and gives ESPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE 
CARE AND MANAGEMENT OF PROPERTY. 
Issues Policies of Title Insurance, also Special Insur- - 
ance against Decedent’s Debts, Mechanics’ Liens, 
Judgments, Old Ground-rents, Mortgages, etc. 
Acts as Assignee, Receiver, Committee, Guardian, 
Executor, Administrator, and Agent for registration 
of stocks and loans, Executes TRUSTS of every de 
acription. Authorized to act as surety for trustees, ete. 
FRANK K. HIPPLE, President. 
WILLIAM R. PHILLER, Secretary. 
WILLIAM F. NORTH, Treasurer. 
GEORGE JUNKIN, Solicitor. 
DIRECTORS : 

George Philler, 

John F. Betz, 

Edward T. Steel, 


Frank K. Hipple, 
Henry C. Gibson, 
William M., Singerly. 


Lemuel Coffin, Charles W. Henry, 
Beauveau Borie, Thomas Dolan, 
John Wanamaker, R. Dale Benson. 
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Per cent. Conservative Investments in First 
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kota, Or 7 per "cent, with princi = and interest 
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Over $600, segned withostomngistos. 
and warrants for sale. Send for circular. 
DAKOTA INVESTMENT COMPANY. 
Inco’ seated. G Grand Forks, Dakota. 
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The outlay on $10,000 insurance in the NEW ENG- 
LAND MUTUAL LIFE, age 30, 20 year endowment, 
at thetenth payment will be exactly three dollars and 
twenty cents, more than the then endorsed cash value. 
An ANNUAL DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUS will 
be made, which will very materially increase the 
value ofthe investment. 

Office in Philadelphia, 

133 SOUTH FOURTH STREET. 


WES Fi bahatncntinge 


CAPITAL ia > aorbiaen, siscrobo. 
gplegped, Ist M Farm Loans 


















Albany & Phila. A. Xe Office, 187 Bway. 
‘PROFITABLE eee 


THE FIDELITY 
MUTUAL LIFE ASSOCIATION 


914 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA., 
Gives Ithas 


furnishes absolute insurance at half the level 
Premium rates, Edu 


le men 
L. G.FOUSE, President. . 
INSURE YOUR PROPERTY IN THE 





INSURANCE COMPANY, OF HARTFORD, CONN. 
VIRGINIA 
R. B. CHAF O.. Hichmond, Vas 
THE UNION TRUST (¢ CO., 


G11 and 613 Chestnut Street. 


AMERICAN FIRE INSURANCE CO., 


308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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T the foot of Mt. Carmel, a Mission So- 
ciety has taken advantage of the superior 
Olive Oil made in Palestine to support itself 
by the manufacture of an exceptionally fine 
Olive Oil Toilet Soap, which they ship direct 
to their Agent in New York. It is favorably 
known in America as Carmel Soap, con- 
tains no adulteration, and is not artificially 
perfumed, depending for popular favor on the 
fact of its absolute purity. Possessing the 
emollient properties of Olive Oil, it is unsur- 
passed for the Toilet and Bath, and superior 
to all other Soaps for the Teeth and Hair. It 
is the ONLY PERFECTLY SAFE Soap for 
the NURSERY and Invalids. 
If your druggist does not keep it, send fif- 
teen cents for sample cake to the importer. 
A. KLIPSTEIN, 
52 Cedar Street, New York. 
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The ‘JouRNAL has over 200. Circulation 
and is edited by MRS. LOUISA KN oe ‘ 
Address CURTIS PUB. CO., Philada.. Pa. 
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Class Books. It is believed that you will find them more suitable for noes ra than any 
other books published. 

Price of the School Edition.......... i. eee ny 

Price of the Teacher’s Edition. ............c.cccccesccesssosccenenses sossseses sasees coneenene seese » 8,00 a dozen. 


The latter is for the use of the teacher at home, It-calls for fuller information regarding | 8rtein 
the scholar. A pocket in the cover is supplied with blanks, ete. The use of the book will give 
the teacher a better knowledge of his class, and will lead to better records for the school. 

If you send for a supply of either of these books, and, wpon examination, find them wnewit- 
able, you may return them, and the money will be refunded. 


$1.50 a dozen. 











‘WORKS OF JOHN BUNYAN. 


Containing the Pilgrim’s Progress, The Holy 
, War, Grace Abounding, The Jerusalem Sinner 
Saved, The Saint's Privilege, The Water of Life, 
andthe Barren Fig-Tree. With alifeot Bunyan 

by Rev. Dr. Cheever, and an Essay by James 
Montgomery. Llustrated with 100 engravings on 
‘wood, and a steel portrait. Large quarto, Pica 
— 840 pages. Cloth, $1.50. Sn ea 


oned i in 
the former notin existence. In 
pot See ee to find its way into 


ee THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
802 Chestnut Street, ree Pa. 


THE READY REFERENCE RECORD BOOK. 


This is a book which, without requiring { the entry of any superfluous matter, and with the 
services of a secretary of ordinary skill, will enable a superintendent to have a full knowledge 
of the affairs of his school. It is a convenient, simple, compact and complete book for Sunday- 
school records. Jf you send for a copy, and, upon examination, find it wnswitable, you may return 
tt, and the meney will be refunded, 

Price of size for 32 classes, or less ....,,.. , saat $1.00 
Price of size for 50 lassen; OF 1OBB./..20.0.05....00...cscssseoe ssbecoese sosees censenens coeeen $1.50 
~ Larger sizes made when desired. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

















Patented Juma 2a. 1885. 
er pr 
late. a ~~ late, 5 cents. A 

Frost hd shire Street, Boston, Mass. 


RIBBCso. -8Y THE POUND. 


w Lot, being manufacturer's remnants of every 
wittns and style in various len to euiteble for patch- 


work, in packaces of \ and 
Send ‘Posta 


at $2 a pound. 
1 Note or PO. Onler. ‘aaa 30 ents for 


Itnctory. each 34 pound, Money reta 
ry. R. &. J. GILCHRIST. tater Be Boston, 


ih on receipt of price. “Nickel 
ress, George 





ELLWANGER & BARE 
Wt. Hope Nurseries. Rochester, AM e 











MATTHEWS, STATIONER, 

Fas Chestnut pee, Fy 
Cards, $1.00. Wedding nvitations, 

velopes. Samples and pricés on application. 


ia. poaegp ede | 
Paper and 








Use Esterbrook’s Steel Pens. 
Buy ‘“‘Whiting’s Standard” Writing Paper. 














THE READY REFERENCE CLASS BOOKS. 


Before making a selection for 1886, you should send for samples of The Ready Reference 











With over 100 Piniless, Neti, 
and _ Buttonless 


ElaborateMuseu 
' boo Curios, Retive Ske, imabee 


ILLUMINATED, 


AND 


SAUAH BRAM 


“WITTIEST MAN LIVING. a 
J. F. DOUTHITT ™===a¢5 of Crtent=t 
58 West 23d Street, New York City. 









many other exquisite Eteh- 
a 6 vings = our 
and nt stoc 
nts be, William T. 
illiam- 
and many other prominent ar- 
tists. 


The best Mirrors at moder- 
eke phon 
Card ind Cabinet Frames. 
ard a: 
PAINTINGS carefully cleaned 











wanted, tra terms, for first-class 
ddress-A. D. Worthington & Go., Hartford, Ct. 


IST IN THE GOSPEIS. $1.50 wanted. 
Cr: Union nion Publishing Co., 1523 Chestnut , Phila., Pa. 


WORK &:: aby in Cet sand ‘awchhimes. Samm 


ple free. Addree Ee “Giddeford, Me. 

















MARSHALL'S MAGNIFICENT 


LINE-ENGRAVED 


PORTRAIT OF GEN. GRANT 


HUBBARD BEOS., Pub’s, "Philad’s, Pa. 


I START MEN 


or ern ree lia 


nyot ROGiEA Pi a ‘Dee T Gelatine 
sinter Wer ¢ Wer Collodion, the = tire material is now prepared 














THE SCRIPTURES TRUE. 


Historical Evidences of the Truth of the 








pie BEN pia PUBLISEIRG 00 "a 





The Sunday School Times intends 


to admit only avesteens nts that are goavert 


14, phe T 
the publisher will refund iors, ; 


money that they lose 


ep advertisement of s party not in goed standing be inaévertently inserted, 

















